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IPRO Declar 


War on Pipelines 


* * 
Austin Speculates 


AUSTIN 


As _ speculation heightened | falling directly on producers and 


and rumors multiplied over 
how the Senate will act on the 
crucial $24 million tax on de- 
dicated reserves of natural gas, 
the Observer learned Friday of 
a memorandum circulated by 
the Texas Independent Pro- 
ducers and Royalty Owners 
Association to its key leaders 
throughout the state elaborat- 


_ Willie Morris 


ing upon its decision (Obs., 
July 22) not to oppose that 
tax. 

In an _ unusually hard-hitting 
statement that can be interpreted 
to mean open war on state taxes 
between the independents and the 
majors—traditionally held togeth- 
er in somewhat uneasy alliance 
around the theme “industrial 
unity’”--TIPRO President J. F. 
West wrote: “It makes no sense 
for us to allow ourselves to be 
volunteered (by the pipelines) as 
a means of keeping taxes off pipe- 
lines... . . Nothing is solved by 
volunteering us, except to take 
the pressure temporarily off the 
pipelines. 

“We in TIPRO,” the West mem- 
orandum said, “wish ‘a solid in- 
dustry front against all taxes on 
all segments of our business’ had 
been possible. However, an on- 
the-scene look at what is going 
on, and the position of some with- 
in our industry, convinced us that 
an ‘industry unity’ position by 
TIPRO at this time would in fact 











* * 


on the Gas Tax 


assure an increase in the gas tax 


royalty owners.” 


Stating that “the decision was 
reached without discernible dis- 
sent,” West continued: “Unfor- 
tunately, representatives of some 
interstate transmission companies 
and some majors which purchase 
large quantities for resale to 
transmission companies. clearly 
feel that their best interest lies 
in volunteering us to take an in- 
crease in the already excessive 
gas production tax.” 


West bluntly said the independ- 
ents’ organization “declined op- 
portunities to join in seeking 
amendments to render the meas- 
ure of questionable constitution- 
ality. Not only do we feel integ- 
rity is involved, but we know 
that breaking faith with those 
who honestly seek to avoid a pro- 
duction tax would be the surest 
means of removing legislative op- 
position to a production tax.” 


The Eckhardt levy on dedicated 
reserves, which survived its first 
important House test on a de- 
structive amendment, 93-51, and 
was later included in the Sandahl 
Substitute to House Bill 20 which 
was sent to the Senate last Sat- 
urday, would increase the tax on 
gas which sells for less than 14.28 
cents by providing that the “dedi- 
cated reserve contract holders” 
pay the difference between the 
tax paid by producers based on 
seven percent of value, and one 
thousand cubic feet. 





(Continued on Page 2) 
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“nel Recommends 
Lobby Legislation; 
Action Imminent 


AUSTIN 

Legislation designed to put 
dentures in the lobby control 
laws will reach the House floor 
early next week, possibly Mon- 
day or Tuesday, with favor- 
able recommendation from 
the state affairs committee. 

H. B. 20, principally authored 
by Rep. Sam Collins of Jasper, 
emerged Thursday from state af- 
fairs almost intact, but in the 
form of a complete subcommittee 
substitute to the original bill. 
(Obs., July 15) “I'm sure a lot of 
amendments will be offered on 
the floor,” committee chairman 
Bill Hollowell of Grand Saline 
predicted. 


Bob Mullen of Alice, chair- 
man of the subcommittee which 
worked over the measure, told 
the Observer the approach taken 
was “to devise a bill that will get 
full disclosure of lobbying activi- 
ties rather than punitive legisla- 
tion which we probably have 
enough of already. It requires 
reporting of all lobbying expendi- 
tures—not just those during the 
sessions.” 

The Mullen subcommittee added 
another feature requiring legisla- 
tors on retainer “from any in- 
dividual, corporation, firm, com- 
pany, partnership, or other busi- 
ness, or from any lodge, fraternal 

(Continued on Page 2) 





UPPER CRUST SOCIETY TO BEXAR POLITICS 


Catto’s Vigorous Bid 


SAN ANTONIO 

If the Republican Party 
soon places a man in the Texas 
House of Representatives, that 
man will probably be Henry 
Catto Jr., 30-year-old scion of 
an old San Antonio family, 
socialite, insurance executive, 
amateur art collector, and 
budding politician. 

If a Pool-type bill is put on 
the special session calendar 
and the San Antonio delega- 
tion can ram it through both 
houses, thereby requiring a 
run-off in special elections, 
Catto will probably lose in his 
bid to win the seat emptied by 
Marshall Bell’s death. 


Bob Sherrill 


But in a race without a run- 
off, he could win. San Antonio 
legislators concede Catto has at 
least 30,000 solid votes. He pulled 
60,000 in his race last year against 
Rep. Virgil Edward (Red) Berry, 
the champion of the horses. 

If Catto does succeed in doing 
what no other 20th Century Re- 
publican has done, some of the 
credit can go to professional gam- 
bler Berry, who coaxed him into 
a television debate during the 
campaign—and gave Catto a kind 
of local fame. 











Catto puts it this way: “I got 
a lot of sympathy out of the TV 
show. Red made a number of mis- 


Henry Catto 


takes. He didn’t realize the studio 
was split-screening — you know, 
using two cameras from different 
perspectives. So when the cam- 
era he thought was the only one 
shifted to me, he would start 
picking his nose or scratching his 
arm pits—trying to amuse the 
workers in the TV studio. He 
didn’t know that picture of him- 
self was going out on the air. 
“About half-way through the 
program, Jimmy Knight (Bexar 
County Democratic leader) called 





up the television station and 
damned the staff for ‘trying to 
ruin my man Berry.’ 

“No, I don’t think it was a mis- 
take to pit myself against a cagey 
old arguer like Berry, I identi- 
fied myself with John Kennedy 
as an unknown. Nixon was na- 
tionally known, and he _ wasn’t. 
The debates helped him. Red was 
widely known—notorious might 
be a better word—and I wasn't. 
The debate helped me.” 

Catto said he is “the only Re- 
publican who will get the impri- 
mature of the party in the House 
race. All of the local Republican 
hierarchy feel my race is enor- 
mously important because it will 
keep the troops primed for the 
congressional race. We should be 
able to tell something about the 
congressional candidate by Au- 
gust 8, because on that date at 
La Villita we'll have a rally to 
herald both our candidacies.” 

This is only Catto’'s third politi- 
cal race, and only his second race 
as a Republican. He used to be a 
Democrat, and as such he was 
elected to the minor post of pre- 
cinct chairman in 1954. 

But unlike the literary chap 
who boasted of becoming ruler of 
the Queen's Navee because “I al- 
ways voted at my party's call, 

(Continued on Page 7) 
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Wright in Waiting, 
Views His Chance 


* * 


* * 


Gubernatorial Candidate in ’62? 


AUSTIN 
Congressman Jim Wright 
Fort Worth may run for go‘ 


£ 


ernor in 1962. He was sobered 


by his defeat for the U.S. Sen 
ate after labor and liberal sup 


port was generally withheld 


from him because of conserva 
tive votes he had cast. His vot 
ing record this session in Con 
gress has been almost consist 
ently liberal, as it had bee: 


Ronnie Dugger 





until most recent years; ac 
cording to a report in Austin 
he has advised labor leader 
he will not run again withot 
labor support. 
and labor people have bee 


Some liberals 


considering backing Wright in 


1962 because of his 
showing for senator and hi 
current congressional perform 
ance. 


When Wright passed throug 


strong 


Austin last weekend, the Observer 


interviewed him. He said he reall 


is not sure whether he will run 


for governor. He has talked wit! 


Governor Price Daniel a time or 


two, but of course did not divulg 
what the governor said. 


“I am not absolutely convince 
that a governor can do 
good than a person can by 
the Congress,” Wright said 


mor 


in 


True, Wright said, a congressmar 


does not have much power. Rex 
Joe Kilgore of McAllen once 
claimed that an elevator boy 
more authority than a congress 
man; at least the boy is the fina 
arbiter of when the elevator go 
up or down. 


h 


“You reach the point where 
you're not expanding your infli 
ence, you're in effect 
around until someone dies or 
defeated so you can move up 
notch in seniority toward a chair 


waitin 


being 


Wright said. He rea- 
after eight years as a 
still has a ten- 

chairmanship; 
“must 
vicar- 


man, he 
ait for a 
a congressman 
himself with the 
tisfaction of making sug- 
and ideas that are later 
rated legislation under 
me of committee chairmen.” 
explained, is an all- 
g thing; all major legisla- 
ithored by the committee 


in 


he 


Jim Wright 


government 18 “potential- 
uitful area,” the congress- 
said, with emphasis on the 
‘Frankly, the powers of 
are almost solely 
hunting license to 
public, powers of 
rent that can have a sal- 
ffect over a period of time 
1e veto ." He would hate 
i four years tied up with 
legislature, no 
no satisfaction 


vernor 
to a 


the 


icitrant 


achieved 


1 for governor,” he said, 
1 almost has to believe that 
very very im- 
done.” Running for 
so as to attain a posi- 

which to advance to 
isn't enough, it 
rth it. I wouldn't deserve 
ontinued on Page 6) 


something 


to be 


‘this 





TAX SHOWDOWN 


AUSTIN 
The Senate finance commit 
tee finished its hearings 
the House-passed Sandahl 
Substitute tax bill this week 
and referred the measure t 
the same subcommittee whict 
threw back a straight sale 
tax in the regular session 
Wily old Red Berry has ot 
served “About all we can ex 
pect to get back over her 
from the Senate is the nun 
ber,” and it was widely 
lieved that Sen. Wardlow 
Lane’s conservative-controlled 
panel would send to the floor 
probably for action at mid 
week—a package that would 
include the same sales tax in 
cluded in the Senate version 
of HB 334 in April: a stand 
ard two percent levy on all 
purchases over 25 cents, with 
exemptions on groceries, farm 
machinery, and the rest. 
The big question in Austin 
at this stage: what else would 
be included in the commit- 


e’s recommendation to make 
it more palatable to a closely 
livided House? (see separate 
story 

nwhile, Sen. Crawford 

of Hillsboro announced 

uld offer a complete 

tute embodying Gov. 

tax program, 
principally includes the 
lvania-style sales tax 
exemptions on food, 
low-cost clothing, 

al, as well as the Eck- 
tax and the 
franchise tax. Mar- 
given the 
run with his 
ite on the Senate floor, 

Sen. A. M. Aikin of 
insuccessfully carried a 

ompromise in the reg- 


ession 


Daniel's 


pipeline 
1 probably be 


unity to 


session closes at mid- 
August 8, and specula- 
center increasingly 
the tenuous one - vote 
ise majority which thwart- 
ontinued on Page 2) 


will 











Won't Be Bullied, 
Independents Say 


(Continued from Page 1) 

Texas independents, apparently 
angered by Senate passage of a 
flat production tax increase dur- 
ing the regular session, had an- 
nounced their intention not to op- 
pose the Eckhardt bill in a state- 
wide meeting in Austin July 19. 
They were addressed by Speaker 
James Turman and Governor 
Price Daniel. 


At that time, the Observer 
learned, Daniel told the oilmen, 
after ascertaining that there were 
no reporters present: “You can’t 
put $300 million in taxes on the 
people and let a prosperous indus- 
try go scot-free—not unless you 
want to see the whole legislature 
wiped out as they have been in 
states under similar  circum- 
stances. We're going to have a 
gas tax—and it’s going to be on 
you if you don't get behind this 
dedicated reserves tax.” 


In his memorandum this week, 
West referred twice to Judge 
E. H. Foster, lobbyist for Phillips, 
without mentioning his name. 
“One major company representa- 
tive ... in particular is strong- 
ly urging all industry segments, 
including us, to acquiesce in an 
increase in the gas production tax 
from seven to eight percent, argu- 
ing in part that it’s ‘inevitable 
anyway’ 


“These same people in the main 
have consistently volunteered us 
to take a production tax increase 
at every session in order to relax 
legislative pressure for a pipe- 
line tax. A few years ago this 
same representative ... testify- 
ing before a Senate committee 
(said): ‘Give us a production tax 
and then we will know where we 
stand.’” 


In a_ pointed reference te 
spokesmen for the pipelines who 
had earlier told the House tax 
committee that the Eckhardt bill 
was a tax on producers and not on 
pipelines, West wrote: “The addi- 
tional tax would be on production, 
but would not fall on producers 
or royalty owners except in lim- 
ited instances where spot sales 
are occuring pending contract ne- 
gotiations, in which case if the 
price received is 14.28 cents or 


more, no additional tax would 
apply. 

“The measure is now before the 
Senate,” the memorandum con- 
tinued, “where, unfortunately, 
prior measures including a tax on 
gas pipelines have been converted 
into increased taxes on producers 


and royalty owners.” 


The statement concluded: “We 
in TIPRO have no real choice but 
to fight for those we represent.” 

Another instance of the grow- 
ing belligerence of the independ- 
ents came this week in the Sen- 
ate finance committee hearings 
on the House-passed tax package. 
No independents appeared at the 
hearing before the House tax 
panel two weeks ago on the Eck- 
hardt measure. This time John 
Davenport, TIPRO counsel, testi- 
fied. When Sen. Grady Hazlewood 
of Amarillo stated that if the bill 
did not exempt the small gasoline 
plants it would be “murderous,” 
Davenport replied: 


“Speaking of murder, I thought 
a production tax would be pre- 
meditated murder. If something 
isn't done to take care of the 
small gas plant, that’s only mur- 
der without malice.” 


One of the most interesting 
questions making the _ capitol 
rounds this week was, “What is 
the Senate going to do about the 
gas tax?” Early this week it was 
being freely rumored on the Sen- 
ate side that the pipelines tax 
would stay in—as part of a pack- 
age that would include a straight 
sales tax. But later, one senator 
who is very much a part of the 
“team” said it wasn’t going to 
make it. 


The Senate finance committee 
has its choice of either making 
the tax smaller, throwing it out 
entirely, or inserting some un- 
constitutional sections. Two years 
ago a number of amendments to 
the governor’s severance bene- 
ficiary tax, several of them con- 
sidered unconstitutional, were 
carried on the floor. Sen. Craw- 
ford Martin of Hillsboro later suc- 
ceeded in having all but two of 
them erased. There is, of course, 
one further choice: substituting 
a production tax. 








Headlines this week in the 


Texas news: “Reorganization of 
Texas Labor’s COPE Is Seen,” 
“FBI Reports 135 Killings Last 
Year,” “Wilson Calls for Parole 
and Probation,” “Texas’ 36th 
Faces Call,” “Daniel Commutes 
Maggie Morgan’s Death Sen- 
tence,” “Blakley Gives Over $100 
Million to Foundation,” “Anti-Aid 
Plan Discussed.” 


@ A “sweeping re-organization” 

of Texas labor's political 
arm, COPE, will be sought at the 
annual state AFL-CIO convention 
in Galveston beginning Monday. 
Proposals will be made to increase 
COPE’s seven-member executive 
board and its 100-member commit- 
tee. Another controversy, the 
rivalry between President Hank 
Brown and _ Secretary-Treasurer 
Fred Schmidt, will be waged be- 
fore 1,000 delegates representing 
nearly 1,100 member organiza- 
tions. Speakers will include: Sen. 
Ralph Yarborough; Archbishop 
Robert E. Lucey of San Antonio; 
Jerry Holleman, former state 
president and now assistant U. S. 
secretary of labor; James Mc- 
Divvitt, national COPE director; 
Alex Dickie, president of the Tex- 
as Farmers Union. 


@ The FBI reported Houston's 


Texas Headlines 


in Harris County—was more than 
double the national average of 5.1 
homicides per 100,000 population. 
The city rose from seventh to 
sixth in total number of murders. 
Fort Worth, however, registered 
the highest rate in the state. 
Dallas was third, followed by Aus- 
tin and San Antonio. Overail, the 
Texas murder rate was 8.7. Atty. 
Gen. Will Wilson said he favors 
a “rapid extension of home pro- 
bation and parole” to reverse the 
accelerating crime rate. 


@ Gov. Price Daniel commuted 

to life imprisonment’ the 
death sentence of Maggie Morgan, 
involved in the murder-for-hire 
Selby case in Houston. She would 
have been the first woman in 
Texas history to die in the electric 
chair. Joseph F. Selby, husband 
of the murdered woman, and Clar- 
ence Collins, the triggerman, had 
previously gotten life. 


@ A warm Dallas welcome was 

given delegations from Mis- 
sissippi and Louisiana seeking to 
form a Southern Municipal Asso- 
ciation to fight federal aid to edu- 
cation. Twelve mayors from Dal- 
las, Fort Worth, and nearby towns 
expressed approval. Said Dallas 
Mayor Earl Cabell: “It’s refresh- 
ing to me to see an organization 
to stop handouts rather than en- 





murder rate—there were 135 


courage them.” 





Retainer Provision 
Included in HB 21 
On Texas Lobbying 


(Continued from Page 1) 
order, union, or voluntary organ- 
ization” to disclose under oath 
the sources of those retainers. 
(Obs., July 22) 

An additional requirement that 
legislators reveal the names of 
those individuals, corporations, 
businesses, and unions which they 
represent as attorneys was sharp- 
ly criticized by Rep. Criss Cole of 
Houston, who served notice he 
would fight it on the floor. “I tell 
you for sure, buddy, I'm not go- 
ing to reveal my clients. That's 
confidential,” Cole said. Collins 
told Cole he would accept floor 
amendments elaborating that par- 
ticular clause in the bill. 

Other features in the proposed 
bill: 

* Organizations “formed for 
the purpose of advocating or op- 
posing legislation” must disclose 
the source of each contribution 
of $25 or more “and the amount 
thereof,” together with an item- 
ized list of all expenditures in 
excess of $25. 

*. Campaign contributions that 
are received or debts of any can- 
didate that are assumed or paid 
by others at any time must be 
reported. 

Lobbyists registering under 
the bill must disclose twice each 
month during a legislative ses- 
sion and on June 1 and January 
1 during legislative interims “all 
expenditures for the purpose of 
direct communication.” The _ re- 
port must show in detail “the 
persons to whom such expendi- 
tures are made.” 

ry Violators will be guilty of 
a felony, with punishments of 
not less than $5,000 or two years 
imprisonment, or both. 

The section on disclosure of 
retainers was chiefly instigated 
by H. G. Wells of Tulia, Joe Can- 
non of Mexia, and Paul Floyd of 
Houston. “If we're going to pass 
Strict lobby control laws,” Floyd 
said, “we should pass a stricter 
code of ethics for the legislature 
to abide by also. There are some 
members of the legislature who 
are, unfortunately, on retainers, 
and represent, as attorneys, vari- 
ous organizations.” 


Gov. Price Daniel, with some 
barbed comments about the Citi- 
tens for a Sales Tax organization, 
included increased lobby controls 
in his special session call. Collins, 
however, says the bill is his and 
not the governor’s. 

“This bill will broaden the scope 
of the present law and bring in 
a lot of organizations not present- 
ly covered,” Collins said. 

Not included in the subcommit- 
tee substitute was the provision 
in the original bill prohibiting 
calling members off the floor for 
consultation “without their prior 
consent.” Mullen described that 
requirement as “unrealistic.” 

Alonzo Jamison of Denton ob- 
jected to the $25 contribution dis- 
closure in the measure. “I think 
you can go overboard on how 
much people contribute to an 
organization,” he said. 

“The purpose is to determine 
who the people speak for,” Wells 
replied. And Collins added: “The 
people with the most money speak 
loudest.” 

Rep. Jim Markgraf of Scurry 
said he would offer a floor amend- 
ment defining retainer as pay- 
ment for “services rendered or to 
be rendered.” This, he said, “will 
bring in legislators other than at- 
torneys.” 

Sen. Babe Schwartz is sponsor- 
ing similar legislation in the Sen- 
ate. 

W. M. 
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Anti-Aid Measure 


ets 66, 


A resolution which would 
have branded as “irresponsi- 
ble” the U.S. Department of 
Commerce's designation of 47 
Texas counties as economical- 
ly depressed areas drew 66-57 
approval in the Texas House 
this week, but fell shy of a 
two-thirds majority needed to 
suspend the rules. 

Introduced by Rep. John Allen, 
Longview conservative, the reso- 
lution said that the “irresponsible 
pronouncements by the Depart- 
ment of Commerce as to certain 
counties in Texas being economi- 
cally depressed areas are harm- 
ful not only to the counties in- 
volved but also to the United 
States as a whole.” 

Sen. Ralph Yarborough dis- 
closed the list of Texas counties 
last week. Forty-two of them are 
in East Texas. They will be eligi- 
ble for assistance under the area 
redevelopment act. 

Allen charged that the designa- 
tion of depressed area “does a 
great deal of harm to the people 
of our area. We object to any an- 
nouncement of this kind.” Metro- 
politan Longview and Gregg 
Counties, he said, rank third in 
the state in retail sales per house- 
hold, and employment, salaries, 
and wages are at record highs. 
He quoted the Longview Journal: 
“For Washington to brand Gregg 
County before the nation as an 
economically depressed area is 
not only a gross error but a mis- 
carriage of justice bordering on 
slander.” 

Allen also quoted R. W. Kurth 
Jr., vice-president of the Lufkin 
National Bank and C. P. Trout, 
vice-president of the Lufkin 
Foundry and Machine Company, 
who were critical of the Depart- 
ment of Commerce pronounce- 
ment. 

The resolution drew the -wrath 
of Charles Wilson, liberal from 
Trinity, who said, “I'd like to go 
on record saying Trinity County 
wants all the aid it can get. This 
is a rather hurried resolution 
drafted to satisfy the conserva- 
tive and Republican newspaper 


editors in East Texas. 
“Anybody who thinks Trinity 

County isn't depressed,” Wilson 

charged, “I invite ‘em to come 


home with me and see. The only 
income we have left over there 
is from liquor and welfare 
checks.” The resolution, he said, 
would fail to take into account 
“the suffering of people in dis- 
tricts like mine.” It would “follow 
the policy Texas has had for 
years, saying it’s against federal 
aid and then taking all it can 
get.” 





But Fails 


Joe Chapman, Sulphur Springs, 
defending the resolution, argued 
that in northeast Texas, “our 
bank deposits are the highest in 
history, income per capita and 
postal deposits are the highest in 
history. It’s a local situation for 
us—and we consider it an insult.” 

Byron Tunnell, conservative 
from Tyler, advised federal agen- 
cies to gather more “facts and 
figures,” and asked Wilson: “Do 
you know Smith County has more 
money per square inch than any- 
where in the country?” 

“Maybe all that money's in a 
few pockets, Byron,” Wilson re- 
joined. 

“This only applies to certain 
counties,” Tunnell replied. “All 
we're doing is chastizing them 
for not getting the facts and 
figures.” 

Roy Harrington, Port Arthur 
liberal, said the word “irrespon- 
sible” in the resolution was ill- 
advised and that the federal gov- 
ernment had conducted hearings 
all over the country. “When you 
go looking at bank finances, you 
don't get the whole picture,” he 
added. “To these unemployed 
people, these are depressed areas.” 

The 66 who voted for the reso- 
lution: 

Adams, Lubbock; Adams, Mt. 
Pleasant; Allen, Longview; An- 
drews, Aransas Pass; Atwell, Dal- 
las; Banfield, Rosenberg; Barnes, 
DeLeon; Blaine, El Paso; Boysen, 
Yoakum; Bridges, Corpus Christi; 
Butier, Kenedy; Chapman, Sul- 
phur Springs; Cole, Greenville; 
Connell, Wichita Falls; Cory, Vic- 
toria; Cotten, Weatherford; Cow- 
les, Halisville; Crain, Ringgold; 
Crews, Conroe; De la Garza, Mis- 
sion; Duff, Ferris; Ehrie, Chil- 
dress; Fairchild, Center; Fletcher, 
Luling; Floyd, Houston. 

Foreman, Austin; Garrison, 
H ton; Gibb Breckenridge; 
Houston; Hale, Corpus 
Harding, San Angelo; 
Heatly, Paducah; Hinson, Mine- 
ola; Hollowell, Grand _ Saline; 
Hughes, Dallas; Isaacks, El Paso; 
Jamison, Denton; Johnson, Dallas; 





Grover, 
Christi; 


Jones, Dallas; Latimer, Abilene; 
LaValle, Texas City; Leaverton, 
Evant; Lewis, Dallas; Longoria, 
Edinburgh; McGregor, Waco; Mil- 
ler, Houston. 

Mutscher, Brenham; Parsons, 


Henderson; Pearcy, Temple; Pet- 


ty, Levelland; Preston, Paris; 
Price, Frankston; Rapp, Ray- 
mondville; Ratliff, Dallas; Read, 


Big Spring; Roberts, Lamesa; 
Rosson, Snyder; Schram, Taylor; 
Shannon, Fort Worth; Slider, 
Naples; Smith, San Antonio; 
Thurman, Anson; Tunnell, Tyler; 
Watson, Mart; Wilson, Amarillo; 
Woods, Waco. W. M. 








Speculation on Taxes 


(Continued from Page 1) 
ed the Senate tax on the last 
night of the regular session 
and passed to engrossment by 
the same margin the $5 de- 
ductible sales ax in the San- 
dahl Substitute last week. (Fi- 
nal approval of the compro- 
mise measure Saturday was 
71-58.) 

Liberals and moderates in 
the House already are drum- 
ming for a second called ses- 
sion. They reason at this stage 
that the best they may get 
from the Senate will be the 
sales tax as included in old 
HB 334 and perhaps the Eck- 
hardt pipeline tax. In another 
session, they believe, they will 
benefit from the growing 
pressure to meet the Septem- 
ber 1 fiscal deadline and coax 
from the upper house a less 
regressive tax package. 


If the Senate again dumps 
the straight sales tax into the 
lap of the House, will the 
tight anti-sales-tax majority 
hold up under the pressure 
to concur? This is the crucial 
question, and it may not be 
answered until the dying 
hours of the session as be- 
fore. The Senate could hold 
up a tax bill until late this 
week, which would mean 
another “take it or leave it” 
proposition. 

Conflicting estimates on the 
total revenue yield of the 
Sandahl package have cloud- 
ed the picture considerably. 
Originally, proponents had 
said it would raise $328 mil- 
lion of the needed $360 mil- 
lion. The comptroller, how- 
ever, says $254 million, the 
Texas Research League $298.7 

(Continued on Page 3) 











Proxmire Protests 





2-Party Happenings 


w Sen. William Proxmire. D- 

Wis., assaulted the appoint- 
ment of Houstonian Lawrence J. 
O’Connor to the Federal Power 
Commission in commerce commit- 
tee hearings this week. Approval, 
he said, would be “about as ethi- 
cal as brass. knucks.” Proxmire’s 
criticism apparently fell on deaf 
ears, however. O'Connor was de- 
fended by Sens. Ralph Yarbor- 
ough and John Tower and Cong. 
Bob Casey and Sen. Mike Mon- 
roney, D-Okla. 





Political Intelligence 


Dallas Times-Herald  dis- 

closed that Cong. Bruce Al- 
ger of Dallas is behind in income 
tax payments and the federal 
government has authorized liens 
to seize his personal property to 
collect the money he owes. 


Dallas News said delays in 

appointing federal judges 
and marshals in Texas “is being 
caused by Sen. Ralph Yarbor- 
ough’s insistence on naming lib- 
erals, preferably persons of the 
old DOT.” .. . Yarborough said 
this week “quick buck speculators 
and some landowners” are trying 
to block passage of the Padre Is- 
land bill in Washington . . . Jim 
Mathis of Houston Post said Sec- 
retary of the Interior Udall is now 
willing to compromise on Padre 
Island legislation and won't press 





Cong. J. T. Rutherford, chairman | 


of the House parks subcommittee, 
for action in the remaining days 
of the session .. . Yarborough has 
reportedly named Alex Dickie of 
Denton, president of the Texas 
Farmers Union, as his chief ad- 
ministrative assistant, succeeding 
Jim Boren of Wichita Falls. 


w Thad Hutcheson of Houston, 

ranking state Republican, 
criticized Gov. Daniel’s proposed 
change in special congressional 
elections: “We are aware that en- 
trenched Democratic officials are 
desperately afraid of the increas- 
ing 





success of the Republican | 


Party in Texas,” he said. “The 
simple American principle of fair 
play is grossly violated again by 
Democratic leadership in the gov- 
ernor'’s belated call—to influence 
the filling of vacancies in Bexar 
County.” ...A group of 200 con- 
servative Democrats in Littlefield, 
Lamb County, switched their al- 
legiance to the GOP. The first 
major change was in Harlingen 


in late spring, when 150 Demo- 
crats defected .. . Don Ellinger, 
area COPE leader, in a voting 


analysis for AFL-CIO News, said 
that for the first time in 1960, 
more than half of the GOP voters 
for president also voted for the 
Republican gubernatorial candi- 


date . . . Houston Press reported 
that “the most serious Republi- 
can bid in 85 years for political 


control of Harris County is quiet- 
ly in progress.” The Houston GOP 
will contest all city hall positions 
and present the largest field of 
primary election candidates next 
May in the party's local history, 
reporter Gene Wilburn wrote... 
Corpus Christi Caller, writing on 
the recent Tower election, edi- 
torialized: “Conservatives can no 
longer afford to ride roughshod 
over liberals in Texas. Liberals 
are unable to control the party, 
but are able to control the out- 
come of an election by staying 
away from an election. Compro- 
mise is clearly demanded in this 
situation.” 


The committee headed by 

Atty. Gen. Will Wilson has 
just drafted a new loan shark 
bill. Calling for a maximum $3,000 
on loans to be regulated, it will 
not be introduced until a special 
session is called for that purpose. 


” now say Gov. Daniel will 
not run for re-election—unless 
pushed into an untenable posi- 
tion by the special session or ses- 
sions .. . Bill Gardner of Houston 
Post wrote that “high on the ru- 
mor list” is that Jack Cox will 
run for governor as a Republican, 
with the backing of Allan Shivers. 


Informed Austin sources 





Desegregation at Tech 


AUSTIN 


While Texas Tech prepared | 


to admit Negro students for 
the first time and Dallas held 
a practice run on integrating 
downtown eating places, the 
University of Texas board of 
regents announced they will 
hold the color line against in- 
tegrated dormitories and inter- 
collegiate sports teams at U.T. 


In a decision with implications 
for higher education throughout 
the South, the regents in a formal 
statement this week said they had 
to consider not only the wishes 
of the faculty and student body, 
“in whom an active vocal minor- 
ity does not always speak the 
wishes of the majority,” but also 
of “the people of Texas and their 
elected representatives,” possibly 
a reference to the state univer- 
sity’s reliance on legislative ap- 
propriations. 


Students and faculty members 
had asked the board to open in- 
tercollegiate sports and dorms to 
the several hundred Negro stu- 
dents. The nine-member board 
said the university already is far 
ahead of other colleges in Texas 
and the South in integration. “We 
have probably gone further than 
a majority of the citizens of Texas 
and of the members of the legis- 
lature would approve ... We do 
not feel that any substantial 
changes should be made in the 
immediate future,” the regents 
said. 

W. W. Heath, Austin lawyer and 
one of the regents, said other 
Southwest Conference colleges do 





not play Negroes. Integration in 
the classrooms is complete at U.T., 
he said, but “we do not feel the 
people of Texas are prepared for 
social integration at the univer- 
sity.” 

In Lubbock, several Negroes ex- 
pressed the intention to apply for 
enrollment at Texas Tech, and 
the mayor, speaking for Texas 
Tech board chairman C. I. Wall 
of Amarillo, said, in effect, a law 
suit will not be necessary. The 
mayor, David Casey, said he has 
had several conferences with the 
president of the Lubbock chap- 
ter of the NAACP. If Negroes ap- 
ply, they will be treated exactly 
like anyone else, and if they qual- 
ify, they will be accepted, he said. 
“I believe everyone concerned has 
taken a broad view in this mat- 
ter,” the mayor added. 

The Lubbock Avalanche-Journal 
said the decision was a practical 
one and hoped for a_ peaceful 
transition in September. 

In Dallas Wednesday, only, Ne- 
groes were served at 40 major 
downtown eating places, includ- 
ing the Zodiac Room at Neiman 
Marcus and restaurants at Love 
Field and other department 
stores. The places were notified 
in advance. The seven Negro and 
seven white members of the “com- 
mittee of 14” selected the Negro 
customers for the test, which 
will be repeated one day next 
week. A white member of the 
committee—who was not identi- 
fied—said that when schools in 
Dallas are integrated Sept. 6, “we 
hope to have a success story on 
integration.” 





Bills Pour In 


Daniel Opens Floodgate 


AUSTIN 

At week’s end, the legisla- 
ture had only begun to dig its 
way out of the bills that show- 
ered down like confetti as a 
result of Gov. Price Daniel's 
expansion of the special ses- 
sion’s calendar to include a 
couple of dozen more govern- 
mental topics. 

If Daniel loaded the calendar 
in an effort to goad the legisla- 
ture into faster action on the tax 
problem, his strategy met with 
considerable disagreement, espe- 
cially from such sales tax advo- 
cators as Sen. Wardlow Lane and 
Sen. Dorsey Hardeman, both of 
whom said the new topics would 
confuse and detract the legisla- 
ture. Most House members, stalled 
until the Senate acts on a tax bill, 


welcomed the chance for new 
bills. 
With Republicans breathing 


hard on the trail toward one Tex- 
as House seat and several con- 
gressional seats, loyal Democrat 
Daniel said he would permit the 
legislators to consider a bill re- 


quiring majority votes, or run- 
offs, in special elections; Rep. 
Howard Green of Fort Worth 


promptly introduced such a bill. 

Rep. Dan Struve, Campbellton, 
who has been working for months 
to get something through the 
House that might encourage the 
regulating of telephone rates in 
Texas, was cut down in another 
apparent power play on the part 
of the conservatives. 


Knowing that Struve was ready 
with HCR 2, which would have 
called on the Texas Legislative 
Council to study telephone rates, 
especially intrastate long-distance 
toll rates, Rep. Murray Watson, 
who opposed the move, introduced 
his own HCR 5, which calls on the 
Legislative Council to study the 
operation of all utilities in the 
state. 

The chances of such a sweeping 
study winning Senate approval 
are slim, and even if it does pass, 
the broadness of the study is apt 
to kill its usefulness, “as Murray 
well knows,” said Struve. 
‘Everybody Knows’ 

Struve told the House: “Every- 
body knows why you introduced 
HCR 5. I think it is perfectly ob- 
vious that the telephone monop- 
oly doesn't want to be spotlighted. 
They must be hiding something, 
and the people of Texas have a 
right to know.” 





The House didn’t agree with | 
Struve; it approved Watson's res- | 


olution and, under the suggestion 
of Rep. Cory, who then attempted 
to discredit Struve’s resolution 
“repeating something over 
over again,” the members tabled 
HCR 2. 

Watson's study will be assis 
by the Texas Research 
some of whose directors aré 
executives in the 
tries. 


Blue Laws 

In his opening message 
legislature, Daniel had sa 
would like to see the 
state colleges doubled. and 
week Rep. Charles Ballman 
sponded by introducing a bil 
would, he says, bring in $97 
lion, of which $20 million w 
come from the tuition increase 

While opponents of the 
argued that the legislators were 
motivated by pressure 
“downtown stores” hurt by 
petition from Sunday-running dis 
count houses, the Senate commit 
tee on counties, cities and towns 
approved for floor debate a bill 
that would tighten 
against doing business 
day, or “blue laws” as they are 
called. 

Houston is the only major 
in Texas troubled by the probl« 
and its troubles didn't start 
Houston Mayor 
prodded by merchants asso 
tions, reactivated the 
laws. 


and 


le 
i 


utilities 


tuition 


move 


from 


com 


restrictions 


on Sun 


Lewis 


old 


Among items especially singled 


as | 





t for the han are clothing, foot- 
furniture, home appliances, 
onditioners, radios, television 


ets, washing machines, driers, 


hardware, tools, jewelry, precious 


luggage, 
recordings 


semi-precious stones, 
al instruments, 
toys 

Sen. Bill Moore of Bryan intro- 

stiffer blue laws bill 

1 said he was doing it “to pro- 

health, recreation and 


iced the 


the 


are of the people of Texas.” 


Beer Battler Back 
\lso in the Senate, Doyle Willis 
rt Worth prepared to become 
f the minor architects of the 
sales tax bill via an 
that would allow cit- 


percent 

enament 

es to levy a one cent-a-bottle tax 
bee! 


Willis, 


brewery 


has 
industry 


who fought the 
for years and 
recently in opposing the 
Carling Beer Bill (that passed in 
the regular session), stated his 
position clearly: “I’m after beer.” 
lava of tempers continued 
both houses as a re- 
auto insurance rate 
While a committee 
Rep. Charles Hughes 
idied what to do, Rep. Will T. 
ith of Beaumont introduced a 
asking a delay in the 
but the House re- 
ised him, 77-52. 

In the 


most 


ine 
ow in 
of the 

xpiosion 


eaded by 


resolution 


rate increase, 


Senate, 14 members 
resolution asking that 
board be investi- 


signed a 
the insurance 


gated. 





Senate to Act Soon 


(Continued from Page 
million. Sen. Lane, 
ing on its $5 deductible 
ture, said this week, “It's 
fusing and unworkable.” 

Gov. Daniel's “anti-sales-ta» 
position, which has been 
cized from all sides as 
on semantics, is staked squ 
ly on the flimsy House 
tion. Whether he would 
a tax bill that included 
sales tax in HB 334 
to be seen. 

The Senate finance commit 
tee heard a variety of testi 
mony from more than 20 wit 
nesses. Pipelines lobbyists B 
M. Britain, E. H. Foster, Wil 
liam Abington, and F. L. Kuy 


commer 


rema 


kendall, opposing the Eck 
hardt levy, reiterated § their 
statements before the Hous« 
panel. (Obs., July 14) 


Most of the witnesses 


peared on the sales tax por- 
however. A_ representa- 

e of Battelstein’s in Hous- 
yn opposed the $5 deductible 
id favored a straight sales 
tax. A spokesman for Solo- 
S in San Antonio advo- 
income’ tax—"“the 
hits the masses 
than the classes,” he 
aid—and said a $10 deducti- 
le would be better than $5. 
Spokesmen for other retail- 
generally fa- 
deductible feature. 
Schmidt of the AFL- 
1O asked a fresh start on an 
1come tax. James Cox, peren- 
vial witness for Schlumberg- 
advocated a straight sales 


erve 
ated an 
les 


tax 


arder 


ng interests 
yrred the 


rred 


1x and opposed the franchise 
ax part of the Sandahl plan. 

The Lane subcommittee ex- 
pects to have a recommenda- 
Monday. W.M. 


tion by 











TEXAS LAWMEN 


NOAH SMITH WICK 


the “Peaceful”? Ranger 


“With the courage of his convictions 


In 1827, a peace-loving blacksmith of 19 years drifted into Texas 


thing but peace. As a 
fighting hardware for 


with enthusiasm. Later he was one of the San Jacinto 
retreating Mexicans far south of the Rio Grande. After chat he joined the Texas Rangers 
for a very active two years of frontier duty, leaving the service in 
was disbanded temporarily. Then, as a justice of the peace at Webber's Prairie, a Lieu- 
tenant ef Texas Militia, armorer at Fort Croghan, life continued 


skilled gunsmith and armorer, 


the Texas revolutionary battle of Cor 


Joah 


way — until 1861. Because he opposed secession so strongly, Sm 


Texas for California. History does not record his later years, but he found time to record 
a great deal of history —his highly colorful reminiscences of 
Star State. 


was on hand to prepare the 


epcion, 


combatants who pursued the 


thwick shook the dust of 









He soon found any- 


and to participate 


1858 when the force 


in 3 fairly unpeaceful 


early days in the Lone 


Texas never could have become a great state without the courage and 
devotion to duty of her lawmen — nor without the commerce aod 
industry that have provided prosperity and the good life. The brewing 
industry, too, has had a pert in this development. Providing payrolls and 


the pleasure of moderate beverages, 





revenue 





and relaxation — “beer 
belongs.” The United States Brewers Association is constantly at work 
with brewers, wholesalers, retailers and loca! authorities co assure the sale 








of beer and ale under pleasant, orderly and law-abiding conditioas. 





BREWERS ASSOCIATION 


s 


- _ 


> 








She Sbeeting Ydeal 


“We do not believe the people of 
Texas are prepared for social integra- 
tion at the University,” an Austin 
member of the University of Texas 
board of regents said this week. Var- 
sity athletics and dormitories will re- 
main segregated “until the people of 
Texas are ready for a change,” the 
chairman of the board said in El 
Paso. And so it was that this hardy 
collection of notables who, despite a 
perpetually changing composition 
have traditionally presented to the 
nation at large the unerring image 
of a university most decidedly of the 
second or third class, laid down its 
latest policy this week. Those large 
numbers of Negro students will con- 
tinue to stay in their place, where 
the University of Texas board of re- 
gents know they belong. 


It is tragic, and a little sad, that 
the University of Texas has never 
begun to understand that a truly 
great university is not measured 
by its new buildings, its rare volumes, 
its slick quarterlies, its flashing com- 
puters, its lush orations and benedic- 
tions and valedictories. Perhaps this 
basic failing is only natural in an in- 
stitution controlled by corporation 
lawyers, oilmen, and cattle-raisers, 
whose general sympathy for the true 
and abiding nature of education has 
seldom advanced beyond the bank 
vault, the 50-yard-line, or the edito- 
rial pages of their favorite Texas dai- 
lies. But this is scant compensation 
for those thousands of students and 
teachers who know in their hearts 
that an academic community is no 
mean adjunct of an East Texas bur- 
rough, or of a state legislature tossed 
by the hot winds of agrarian Tory 
bigotry. 


The University of Texas will con- 
tinue to exist in its miasma of petty 
expediencies until that day comes 
when, at the highest point in its vast 
bureaucratic hierarchy, it begins to 
understand that education embraces 
a precious and fleeting intangible, a 
certain attitude of the mind and the 


heart, a courage and an understand- 
ing and a humanity that all the to- 
talitarianisms in the world will never 
quite subdue. It will remain snared 
in general mediocrity until it begins 
to realize that a university is a rare 
and isolated community unto itself, 
where young people must find them- 
selves, and learn there to live by their 
own lights the truths and realities of 
their own generation. 


We may talk all we please about 
our cherished values, but we must 
live here in Texas knowing that cour- 
ageous and sensitive young Negroes 
at our state university must still re- 
side in official ghettos and still can- 
not try out for varsity basketball be- 
cause there is hatred in East Texas 
and provincial smugness in high 
places. 


It was good to hear the students 
themselves: Student president Mau- 
rice Olian calling the decision “nar- 
row-minded, backwards, and hypo- 
critical,” citing the ‘overwhelming 
support of faculty and students for 
greatly increased equal rights,” 
charging that the regents “were left 
only with their personal prejudices 
to rely upon in making the decision 
they were determined to make.” 
Daily Texan editor Hoyt Purvis, him- 
self from the Deep South: “Must we 
always bow to political and economic 
expediency? Must we look around to 
see what our neighbors are doing and 
wait for them to catch up? Is that 
the way leaders operate? Is that 
the manner in which progress is 
achieved?” 

There will doubtless be embarras- 
sing suits, and further loss of some 
of the country’s brightest young 
teachers. The Texas Quarterly will 
continue to examine the inner-soul of 
Spain, Britain, Italy, and France, 
while the University itself conven- 
iently avoids too much introspection 
into its own separate values. The 
fleeting ideal to which it duly pays 
lip service will remain, on its own 
campus, hidden in the shadows. 


Discl. ny) ing | 


One of the important features of 
Rep. Sam Collins’ lobby control bill 
which reaches the House floor Mon- 
day or Tuesday is the clause provid- 
ing for disclosure of retainers. Ron- 
nie Dugger’s now famous Observer 
special on capitol lobbying back in 
1956 sketched the problem, for the 
first time, in bold relief; the situa- 
tion has not changed materially since 
then. Adequate requirements for dis- 
closure by legislators of those indi- 
viduals and interests which continue 
to retain them during sessions is one 
of those elementary facets of legisla- 
tive ethics which should be demand- 
ed in any reasonably civilized politi- 
cal society. It has been common 
knowledge around the statehouse 
that the retainer “system” has cloak- 
ed some rather shady practices. If 
this section of Collins’ excellent piece 
of legislation serves no other pur- 
pose, it will at least be a necessary 
first step toward full public cogni- 


ies f P. enny 


Charles E. Green, editor of the 
Austin dailies, took a position in his 
daily column that deserves attention, 
to-wit: 

“This is me talking, personally. It’s 
purely opinion. But if we get a sales 
tax that pennies us to death on every 
two-bit purchase there will be a lot 
of mad Texans. Not now because lots 
of Texans don’t know what it is to 
get pennied to death. 

“They don’t know the slow, burning 
generated by having to fork 


zance of the limits on the complete 
independence of our elected repre- 
sentatives. 


There is likely to be considerable 
protest from the floor on the sanctity 
of the “lawyer-client relationship,” 
muchly akin to similar mystiques— 
like the “banker-depositor relation- 
ship” which bankers employed to 
criticize the escheat bill, and the 
“doctor-patient relationship’ which 
our worthy physicians are bandying 
about more and more frequently these 
days to discourage that bristling 
bogie, medical care for the aged. The 
fact remains, and we hope the House 
will remember it this week, that 
when a man is elected to the legisla- 
ture, he is, first, a representative— 
and, second, an attorney. Surely some 
reasonable and effective requirement 
can be enacted without violating the 
more responsible canons of the pro- 
fession. 


Us fo ates th 


trousers. It’s a fiendish way of losing 
money because you don’t miss it until 
you suddenly find you don’t have as 
much money to spend as you used 
to have, 


“Will Wilson to the contrary, it is 
next to impossible to keep tab of 
these nuisance collections. It’s too 
easy to get cheated coming and go- 


“If it happens to us, it is going to 
get some mighty fine legislators in 
hot water. I have that deep convic- 
tion for I hear it nearly everywhere 
I go. 

“Don’t, Mr. Legislature, penny us 
to death. Please.” 


Switch in Littlefield 





The Texas Tower 


AUSTIN 

There was a little item in the pa- 
per the other day from Littlefield, 
Texas, saying that 120 men met in 
the civic center and became Republi- 
cans. 

Formerly “conservative Demo- 
crats,” the men came from Little- 
field, Olton, Spring Lake, Earth, Am- 
herst, Pleasant Valley, Spade, Sudan, 
and other towns in Lamb County. 
They passed a “declaration of inde- 
pendence” from the New Frontier, 
what with its “new tax loads and 
ruinous inflation” and all. 

Texas Democrats are well rid of 
such chameleons, and one supposes 
they, themselves, are greatly relieved 
to have given up their lives of deceit 
and wickedness. We may tentatively 
hope that their example will be fol- 
lowed by other troglodytic Democrats 
in Texas. Then we will have a two- 
party system, the slogan which used 
to cause liberal Democrats to sail 
their straw hats toward the satellites. 

However, nothing is what it ap- 
pears anymore, and we are beginning 
to realize that even a two-party sys- 
tem will be a mixed blessing. 

We knew John Tower would crouch 
behind the barricades alongside Barry 
Goldwater. We did not quite realize 
he would advocate the military occu- 
pation of Latin-America. 

He made some such fool statement 
a few weeks ago, and one of our Ob- 
server legionnaires sent us a clipping 
from a communist newspaper in Chile 
quoting him on the front page, under 
black headlines. 

He knew John Tower when he was 
just a little nipper and wrote him 
pleading with him please to remem- 
ber that an American senator’s state- 
ments are steam for the communist 
compost. In Chile, non-communists 
can read communist newspapers 
without being investigated by the 
FBI, the CIA, the House and Senate 
un-American committees, and Army, 
Navy, Air Force, and Merchant Ma- 
rine contra-intelligence. 

Evidently Tower didn’t like the fel- 
low when he was in school with him. 
According to the AP, “Senator John 
Tower, R-Tex,” said in Grove City, 
Pa., the time may come when the 
United States will have to occupy 
Cuba militarily. 

“This would be a measure against 
the government down there and not 
against the Cuban people,” he is 
quoted. 

However, lest he be thought to be 
worried about the opinions of non- 
Americans, Tower added that the U.S. 
should not worry so much about 
world opinion. “We can’t achieve 
world brotherhood by letting nebu- 
lous opinion mold our policy,” he 
said. 

The way to achieve world brother- 
hood, said our embodiment of the 
two-party system in Texas, is to oc- 
cupy Cuba with American troops. 

He might as well tell the whole 
South American continent that if 
they start getting smart with United 
Fruit, they can expect American Ma- 
rines. 

If it weren't so horrible it would 
be amusing. John Tower of course 
wants to fight communism, but he 
reminds one of the two fatsoes sit- 
ting around the club in the New 
Yorker cartoon, one saying to the 
other, “You know, with all his blat- 
ting around and preaching for the 
John Birch Society, I wouldn’t be 
surprised if he were a communist.” 


A smart communist in the United 
States would not waste his time 
picketing around the park in front 
of the Dallas Morning News chant- 
ing, ‘Workers of the World Unite.” 
He would masquerade as an Ameri- 
can reactionary, swing as much mere- 
ly right-wing opinion to the suicidal 
right as he could, and make state- 
ments about Americans militarily oc- 
cupying Cuba he would know would 
drive Latin-Americans over to the 
communists in droves. 

Then he would say, “We can’t meet 
this threat from without unless we 
meet it from within. Our moral fiber 
is weakening because of our increas- 
ing dependence on the national gov- 
ernment.” (As John Tower, ahum, 
said in Grove City.) 

He would demand an end to fed- 
eral spending for welfare purposes, 
since it’s this damnable welfare state 
that has fouled up Karl Marx’s pre- 
dictions about the increasing misery 
of the proletariat and the ever-widen- 
ing gulf between the rich and the 
poor, into which finally the whole 
schizoid capitalistic culture is sup- 
posed to tumble. 

He would call foreign aid “‘extrava- 
gant giveaways.” He would promise 
Egypt the Aswan Dam on the Nile 
and then chicken out so the commu- 
nists could build it. He would pro- 
pose to limit the federal income tax 
to 25 percent of a man’s income so 
the government and the military serv- 
ices would collapse. 

He would do this all in the name 
of avoiding “new tax loads and ruin- 
ous inflation’”’ and might even stir up 
a meeting of conservative Democrats 
in Lamb County to join the Republi- 
can Party. 

This is what makes me uncomfort- 
able. I have always told hypocritical 
Democrats to make an honest con- 
fession and go on over to the Repub- 
licans. But this is what a communist 
would do, too. I am reconsidering my 
advocacy of the two-party system. 

Meanwhile, I am going downtown 
to buy a .22 rifle and some shells. 
Somehow in the next war I do not 
expect to get a shot at a Russian, and 
my .303 British Enfield is too power- 
ful for rabbits and squirrels. 

R.D. 


Special Offer 


Our editorial July 15, “The Il- 
lustrious Thirty,” apparently  at- 
tracted considerably more attention 
among legislators and among our 
more sophisticated general readers 
and special lobbyists than even our 
poll on CenTex Sex last summer. 

As behooves our status as an en- 
terprise on the move, we hereby pre- 
sent our money-back guaranteed, 
mid-summer offer: a framed, gild- 
edged reproduction of the names of 
our Illustrious Thirty. Order them at 
$20 per dozen, $25 if you wish the 
Thirty to glow at you in the dark. 
They will be perfect adornments on 
the walls of chambers of commerce, 
Republican campaign headquarters, 
lobbyists’ offices, bankers’ suites, and 
corporation lawyers’ W.C.’s. 

Our portable models will be par- 
ticularly appropriate for 30 aspiring 
young legislators in unlikely places 
like Rosenberg, Muleshoe, Wichita 
Falls, and Port Neches—and down- 
right indispensible in places like 
Houston and Dallas. 
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Another ‘Citizen-Supported’ Group 





Powerful Tax-Writing League No Lobby? 


AUSTIN 

The privately-financed, busi- 
ness-dominated Texas Research 
League, one of the most influ- 
ential organizations in the 
state—writing the Senate’s tax 
bill during the regular session 
and now helping to write the 
special session’s tax bills—is 
not regulated for lobbying and 
will not come under Sam Col- 
lins’ pending lobby-control bill 
unless the bill is especially re- 
written to include it. 

The League does not register 
as a lobby group. 

It calls itself “A  citizen-sup- 
ported, non-profit, non-political 
educational corporation engaged 
in objective, factual research into 
the operations, programs and 
problems of Texas government.” 

Last month the chairman of 
the League boasted that “Every 
legislative contact has been in- 
itiated by a legislator, never by a 
League man.” 

So subtly has the Texas Re- 
search League pushed its influ- 
ence in the capitol that today it 
is accepted almost as an official 
state agency—a unique accept- 
ance for a group whose executive 
committee is headed by J. Harold 
Dunn, board chairman of Sham- 
rock Oil and Gas Corp., and whose 
vice chairman and chairman of 
the finance committee is none 
other than Richard A. Goodson, 
vice president and general man- 
ager of the Southwestern Bell 
Telephone Company. 

The Texas Research League 
spent nearly a quarter of a mil- 
lion dollars last year in advising 
legislators and businessmen on 
the conduct of state government, 
but there is no state law requir- 
ing the TRL to make public the 
source ‘of its income—that is, no 
state law that requires the TRL 
to tell whose financial interests 
it represents and to what extent. 

HE FEDERAL Internal Rev- 

enue Bureau requires the TRL, 
as a reputedly non-profit organ- 
ization, to file an income report, 
but only the last two pages, deal- 
ing in total amounts, are public. 
The first two pages of the report, 
which gives a breakdown of the 
organization’s income, are secret. 

The Observer this week asked 
James W. McGrew, research di- 
rector for the TRL, to disclose the 
source of the group’s support, 
but he refused. Periodically the 
Observer makes this request of 





the TRL, and always with the 


same_ results. 


Like the Citizens for Sales Tax, 
the Texas Research League calls 
itself a “citizen-supported” group 
On the Texas Research League's 
board of directors is citizen Tom 
Sealy, director of the Citizens for 
Sales Tax—a _ lobbying group 
which also has refused to dis- 
close the source of its income, a 
refusal which prompted the cur- 
rent legislative efforts to tighten 
the lobby-control law. 


Collins conceded that the TRL 
would not be covered by his lobby 
bill but that “it should be.” 


Especially on two occasions this 
week was the League's influence 
demonstrated. 


In the Senate, tax hearings 
got underway with debate based 
on statistics supplied by three 
sources and only three sources— 
the bill’s sponsor, the state comp- 
troller, and the Texas Research 
League. In the House, Rep. Mur- 
ray Watson's bill, reputedly aimed 
at “studying” the private utilities 
doing business in Texas, stipu- 
lated that the Texas Research 
League be alerted to stand by 
with its advice. 


Thus the state is presented with 
the strange spectacle of its rep- 
resentatives setting out to inves- 
tigate the private utilities with 
the aid of an organization whose 
vice-chairman, Goodson, is_ vice 
president of one of the most pow- 
erful utilities in the West, South- 
western Bell; an organization on 
whose executive committee are 
these other utilities executives, 
Lon C. Hill, honorary chairman 
of the board, Central Power and 
Light Company, Corpus Christi, 
and Beeman Fisher, executive vice 
president, Texas Electric Service 
Co.; on whose board of directors 
are these other utilities men: 
Paul Kayser, president, El Paso 
Natural Gas Co.; R. S. Nelson, 
chairman of board and president 
of Gulf States Utilities Co.; and 
T. H. Wharton, president of the 
Houston Lighting and Power Co. 


DDLY, Gov. Price Daniel, whose 
woes have been legion in his 
effort to sidestep a general sales 


tax, praises the League for its 
“valuable service to the State 
Finance Advisory Commission,” 


although the League has from the 


very first worked for the kind 
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of wax which Daniel says he 
opposed to. 


trying to hide the fact that the 
business-controlled League had 
had a key hand in drafting his 
bill. 

The League calls itself a “non- 
political educational corporation,” 
and each of its newsletter bul- 
letins to members closes with the 
statement, “No position in favor 
of, or in opposition to, the bill is 
stated or implied. The sole pur- 
pose of this summary is educa- 
tional.” 
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But last month League Chair- 
man Dunn admitted “the deep in- 
volvement of our research staff 
in the hearings and consultations 
occurring through the 140-day 
legislative session.” 

He admitted at the same time 
that during the session his staff 
was used 140 times by 55 legisla- 
tors of both Houses; and while he 
contended that the information 
supplied by his staff could never 
be construed as “tax policy opin- 
ions or weighted facts,” he made 
the same claim for a movie widely 
distributed for the League, a 
claim that was modified when he 
went on to say that, however, 
“it did carry a message: namely, 
that individual taxpayers in Tex- 
as bear a relatively light tax bur- 
den compared with other states; 
that our state taxes on business 
and industry, on the other hand, 
have grown and multiplied at a 
more rapid rate than in most 
states.” 

The film carrying that message, 
Dunn said, “has been shown to 
more than 350 audiences to date 


(this was in June) comprising 
morethan 15,000 people in 92 
cities. At least two TV stations 


have shown it—in San Antonio 
and in Amarillo. A number of 
companies—including Southwest- 
ern Bell, DuPont, Texas Electric 
Service, Monsanto, Texas East- 
man, General Telephone, Gulf 
States Utilities and my own com- 
pany (Shamrock Oil)—have shown 
it to large numbers of their em- 
ployees.” 

As for the League's tax-apprais- 
al bulletins, Dunn said these are 
sent to “many legislators” as well 
as the governor. 

It may be significant that even 
the phrases used by some legisla- 
tors in dealing with the tax prob- 
lem are identical to those found 
in League bulletins. In its report 


last month, the League called 
the governor’s suggested “Penn- 
Sylvania tax plan” an “upside 


down tax.” This article was writ- 
ten by McGrew, who had aided 
Lane in his floor fight. Lane has 
consistently called the governor's 
tax program an “upside down 
tax.” 

‘McGrew's article is aimed part- 
ly at proving that Lane's sales 
tax bill would fall 26 percent on 
business, although foes of the 
measure say that business would 
suffer only 10 percent of the tax 
burden. 

The League discredits the pro- 
posed $5 deductible sales tax plan 
as an oddity. In its latest bulle- 





is 
hs something entirely new in 
Research Director McGrew sat | whole 


Th sxeorge W. Armstrong Jr., 
of the board of Texas 


state taxa D. E. Blackburn, chair- 


rector of the League, writes 


experience of 


by the desk of Sen. Wardlow Lane | tion. The highest starting point he board, Victoria Bank 
throughout Lane’s push of his/ for any existing sales tax is tt ust Co.; Lewis Boggus, 
general sales tax bill, HB 334, of-| 3l-cent minimum used by Ohio I ent of Lewis Boggus Mo- 
fering advice. Lane at that time | Harlingen; J. S. Brid- 
told the Observer that he wasn't The Texas Research League's sident of Bridwell Oil 

1960 return as filed with the In ita Falls; Henry Eng: 


ternal Revenue Bureau shows that 
its administrative and operating 


irman of the board, Red 
Freight; Jake Hamon, 


expenses for the year came to ad Rar tae Baweetl 
$249,117.51, and that it began this ss-presifont a Corpus 
year with $181,102.99 still in the Caller - Times: Stanley 
bank. president of Neiman- 


“red Nelson, chairman of 
exas Gulf Sulphur Co. 

Overton Jr., chair- 
board, Texas Bank and 


This federal report showed th 
the League’s expenses 
salaries of $30,000 for Burger an 
$15,000 for McGrew, with others he 


include 


\ 
v N 


on the staff bringing the salar Dallas Thomas Ramey, 
total for the year to $141,885.55 é ittorney; Fred Shield, in- 
not counting clerical help. Tra oilman; B. S. Sines, 
and “related expenses” totalle ve vice president, South- 
$18,384.40. Lines; C. Don Wil- 

In the League’s November, 19 president Williamson- 
“Analyzes, A Report to Leag Manufacturing Co., Fort 
Members,” election results Walter Trout, president 


and Machine 
executive vice 
Texas Eastman 


1961 were listed. These are an Foundry 


: ‘ Hd -¢ 
the other directors named in th H. Imray, 


of the 


“citizen-supported” organizati 

Herman Brown, president view; Harris Kemper, 
Brown and Root Inc.:; B. E. Go executive committee, 
frey, Fort Worth attorney; S Sugar Co., Galveston; 
Hay, chairman of the board, Gre Meyer, vice president, 
National Life Insurance Co.; Roebuck, Dallas; and 
tus Proper, executive vice pre Wallace, general counsel, 
dent and general manager ! Company, Dallas. 
Pearl Brewing Co.; Carl Re C' CH IS THE NATURE of one 
Jr., executive vice president ; e most powerful “agen- 
Humble Oil and Refining Austin a Texas phenom- 
Ben Wooten, president of Fir ver there was one. 
National Bank in Dallas BS. 








Dallas Irony 





Observer Notebook 


ical of the administra- 
policies, and the 
described his talk 
vigorous news re- 


DALLAS y crit 
Restaurant facilities in ma ress 
jor Dallas stores and transpor Herald 
tation facilities were integrat all for 
ed this week, but the 
news media fortuitously chose 
to ignore the whole thing 
Fort Worth television statio: 
made an honest attempt to re 
port the news, but otherwise 
Dallasites had to wait for wire 
service reports or catch a fev 


city 
same subject, the Dallas 
editorialized on 
“Censoring the news 
e stopped. His (President 
reduce 
or constructive matter 
all must be re- 


News 


s) instinct to 


iatter at 


sentences from CBS or NB‘ i and now. The nation has 
news programs ts progress and won its 
vithout the imposition of 


The event took 
Hand-picked Negroes were ser 
at such places as the plush Zod 
Room of Neiman-Marcus and r 


place quiet r st or the denial of move- 


» news gatherers” 


taurants at Sanger-Harris Depart 
ment Stores, Titche-Goetting 
Kress, the Texoma Building 
Love Field air terminal 


One Fort Worth cameraman 
ported that he was hustled out 
one of the downtown stores | 
policeman and a store 
Apparently the 
wanted to keep the whole aff 
out of the news and under 
But there were extren 
ironical twists. 

On the very day before integ loweve! “news gatherers” 
tion took place, Felix McKnig t the Zodiac Room Wednes- 
executive editor the Dall what went on that day 
Times-Herald and president of the termed “vigorous 
American Society of Newspar; 


mana 


city’s pow 


some 





no 


of 


i hardly be 


Editors, told a meeting of e e 
Dallas Advertising League AUSTIN 
the nation needed an inforn the July 10 “Congression- 


of the National Com- 
an Effective Congress: 
is cognizance that 
like the John 
Society, have recently 
are finding hospit- 


public and a vigorous appr 
to newspaper reporting e for 

McKnight, the Herald 
that time described him, i t-wing 
leading figure in the 
President Kennedy's question 


as rhere 
groups, 
answer 


and 


censorship needed in the limate on campus and in 
Press?’” He led a delegation of try club, where politics were 
editors to a White House m« tly taboo. However informed 


this year ers may discount the elec- 
1 Goldwater Republican to 
Texas, because 
circumstances in that 
his presence is a poli- 
which tends to con- 


ing on that subject 
second meeting is pending 
As reported in the Time Senate 
Herald, McKnight asked the A special 
League, “Is censorship needed ir ign 


from 


infor fact 


|tin, Alvin Burger, executive di- 


the U. S. Press? Must we 
our people? Must we not kind the 
the fires of desire to do somethin slip] 
about all this?” He 


A veteran member of the Texas Senate listens intently to 
testimony during the hearings on taxes this week. Afterwards, 
the 1.75 million-year-old solon called the House-passed $5 de- 
ductible “too modernistic for the likes of us.” 





that the country 
conceptual moor- 


sense 
its 
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Will Decide This Fall 





A Talk on Issues With Fort Worth’s Jim Wright 


(Continued from Page 1) 
unybody’s support—and I couldn't 
sell it,” he said. 

What, then, needs to be done 
in the state? he asked rhetori- 
cally. 

“We need to bring it into the 
middle of the Twentieth Century. 
We need to create a new climate 
which recognizes that it is an ur- 
ban state, an increasingly indus- 
trial state. We need an industrial 
commission similar to that which 
Governor Hodges put into effect 
in North Carolina,” differing from 
the one in Texas in that it was 
financed by the state and “actively 
cooperated with local communi- 
ties when they had an industry 
on the string.” The Hodges com- 
mission, Wright said, “helped 
create a new climate in the com- 
munities, a new outlook in which 
the people became proud to be a 
progressive state.” 

Texas also needs a new consti- 
tution, he said. “Whether you 
could sell it or not is another 
question.” Codifying the docu- 
ment and omitting provisions that 
belong in statutes, “you wouldn't 
have to amend it every time you 
try to change the salary of a 
janitor,” and the government it- 
self would become “more viable, 
less unwieldly and less subject 
to obstruction. 

“The governorship ought to be 
an office of responsibility,” he 
added; but, even without changes 
to give the governor more power, 
recodification would be difficult 
because of “resistance to change, 
per se.” 

Then, too, Wright continued, 
“Some governor eventually, in the 
probably foreseeable future, is go- 
ing to have to come to grips with 
bringing about an orderly transi- 
tion in the schools to comply with 
the integration matter. This can 
be a thing, if not handled very 
adroitly, that can mean his politi- 
cal demise. To help accomplish it 
in an orderly fashion and without 
violence and lose because of it, 
that would be worth it; but to 
come down here, fail to do it, and 
lose . . . He would have to 
exercise powerful moral persua- 
sion over the people. I don’t know 
if I can do that. I know that 
somebody must. Most thoughtful 
people recognize this must be 
done.” 

Eelymosynary institutions and 
colleges and universities need 
more support, he said. 

What about taxes? “I always 
opposed, when I was in the legis- 
lature, of course, sales taxes of 
all types, even the selective and 
excise taxes, until it became ap- 
parent in several instances it was 
the only way to raise the revenue. 
In 1947 I introduced a graduated 
severance tax on oil, gas, and sul- 
phur, like the one Bob Eckhardt 
has now on gas. I incurred the 
active hostility of all of ’em. 
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“But gee whiz, if we're realists 
we're not producing as much oil 
as then. You can’t raise as much 
as you once could,” the congress- 
man said. 

“I think severance taxes, in an 
ideal theory, inasmuch as they 
derive from exhaustible resources, 
ought to be devoted to long term 
trust funds through the years. 
These things which are being ra- 
paciously exploited, and in some 
cases rather rapidly exhausted, 
might leave behind them a con- 
tinuing legacy for future uses 
when they're gone.” Such a fund 
could be administered so that only 
the interest or proceeds could be 
spent, the principal being kept 
intact; “those old boys were pretty 
long-headed” who set wp the 
permanent school fund, he said. 

What is his position on a gen- 
eral sales tax? He does not know 
how much revenue can be raised 
with or without it, he said; how- 
ever, he is impressed by the fact 





that the governor and members 
of the House who once opposed it | 
seem now to be advocating it. 


“Personally, my inclination has | 
been to agree with the governor | 
that there ought to be exemptions | 
of basic necessities—this pro- 
ceeds from the assumption that 
you can’t raise adequate revenue 
without having some form of sales 
tax, which conclusion the legisla- 
ture itself seems to have reached,” 
he said. “Apparently everybody 
has come to the conclusion you've 
got to have a sales tax.” 

He stressed he does not have 
the facts at this point. “Again,” he 
said, “I don’t know whether there 
are other available sources, or not. 
This is a factual question—not a 
lot of opinion.” 


Federal Aid, Si! 


If he was governor, would he 
oppose or favor the state accept- 
ing federal aid to education? 

“Of course, the state has to 
accept federal aid to education,” 
he said. “When the aid is available 
and the state needs it, obviously 
it must. The resources of our 
state are paying for other states’ 
education. Obviously we have as 
great a need as there is in a 
median state.” 

In the next ten years the coun- 
try will be gripped by a school 
crisis that will dwarf the present 
one, he said, citing the need with- 
in the next decade for 1,500,000 
new teachers—as many as now 
teach—which will in turn call for 





one out of every three college 
graduates to go into teaching, 
which is patently impossible. This 
is one other reason, Wright said, 
why more money must be spent 
on higher education: “so we can 
turn out more graduates in order 
to reduce this ratio.” 

What would his water policies 
be as governor? He said he has 
not thought through state-level 
problems, but mentioned that he 
co-authored the federal water pol- 
lution control act signed last 
Thursday by President Kennedy 
(he was one of the legislators 
present for the ceremony). He 
wrote, he also mentioned, the 


water supply title of the rivers 
and harbors bill which permits 
cities’ use behind federal dams. 
pounding extra water for the 
cities’ use behind federal dams. 





“One of the areas of the fu- 
ture,” Wright said, “is going to 
be the area of conservation of re- 
sources. With an ever-increasing 
population, these diminishable 
mineral, water, and soil resources 
will have ever-increasing values.” 
The federal government has been 
working on this 25 years, but the 
states in general have lagged be- 
hind, he said. 

Wright has, he confirmed, voted 
for the Kennedy program all the 
way this session, except for the 
issue of raising the debt ceiling. 

He voted for the housing bill, 
liberalized social security, enlarg- 
ing the House rules committee, and 
the $1.25 minimum wage bill, he 
said. He previously voted for $1.15 
an hour, he said, “as an attainable 
goal. Politics is the art of the 
attainable. It wasn’t appreciated 
by a lot of fellas in the labor 
movement—they felt we should 
hold out for a bill the President 
had already said he would veto— 
and perhaps all I was doing was 
the same thing they do at their 
bargaining tables. But that’s all 
right.” 

He opposed raising the debt 
ceiling, he said, having advocated 
and still favoring reduction of 
the debt by not less than one per- 
cent a year either out of current 








taxes or reduced expenditures. 

How does he analyze his part 
in the U. S. Senate race? 

“The first conclusion is,” he 
said, “I didn’t win. My main prob- 
lem is I didn’t get enough votes.” 

He had two difficulties, he said: 
“not being able to convince any- 
one south of San Antonio I had 
a chance to win and not being 
able to convince anybody around 
Fort Worth I had a chance to 
lose.” 

He did not have enough money 
for a balanced campaign, he said. 
He put all he had into television 
except some for billboards he 
would also have spent for TV 
had he had his way, the congress- 
man said. 

He would have led into the run- 
off had Texas been bordered on 
the south by a semicircle from 
Texarkana through Austin and 
around through the Plains to the 
southwest corner of New Mexico, 


| Wright said; apart from a pocket 
|in the southeast 


Texas and a 
county here and there, he didn’t 


| do well in the rest of the state. 
i “I got 29 votes in Duval County, 


none in Zapata, two in Zavala 
County. I wonder if it would be 
legal to run as Jim Wright in 
Fort Worth and Santiago Derecha 
in South Texas?” 

He asked this with a laugh, in 
good humor. 

Had his feelings changed about 
the best way to go about getting 
a majority in a Texas election? 

“My conclusion would be that 
most voters don’t acknowledge 
any label, such as liberal or con- 
servative, so what you've got to 
do is put together a sufficiently 
attractive program that will ap- 
peal to a majority of the people 
and make sense to ’em,” he said. 

“I think it’s fairly obvious that 
I would have won the Senate race 
if I had had more of labor’s sup- 
port,” he said. “I need more of 
their support than I’ve had.” He 
maintained he did receive a ma- 
jority of the votes of working 
people in Fort Worth, which he 
carried heavily. “I didn’t scratch 
in Houston. Although I ran very 
well in the Beaumont-Port Arthur 
area, I ran second. Obviously peo- 
ple accustomed to following the 
COPE recommendation didn’t vote 
for me.” 

COPE is the Committee on Po- 
litical Education of AFL-CIO, 
which endorsed Maury Maverick 
Jr. for the Senate. 


A lot of labor people have come 





to him since the election and said 
they wished they had known he 
was running so well .-they would 
have helped him, said the con- 
gressman. 

He was sensitive to questions 
concerning his liberal voting this 
session of Congress, asserting he 
would be unworthy of support if 
he voted more liberal now to get 
labor's support. All he can do is 
vote ‘em as he sees ‘em as they 
come up, he said. 

While he may have had years 
when labor did not give him good 
ratings, he said, he remembered 
one year when his score was 18-2, 
and Americans for Constitutional 
Action has said he is only for the 
Constitution 28 percent of the 
time. (“Who are they to say 
what's for or against the Consti- 
tution?” he asked of the conserva- 
tive group.) 

Were he elected governor in 
1962, his second term would end 
in 1966, when Sen. John Tower, 
the Republican, will come up for 
relection. 

Wright denied reports that he 
and Sen. Ralph Yarborough have 
had friction. Any such reports are 
based on misunderstandings, he 
said. 

“I like Lyndon,” he said. “I 
consider him a friend. I consider 
him an extremely able public ser- 
vant, with gifts which are rarely 
found and which must be utilized. 
Some are now being utilized—his 
powers of conciliation and persua- 
sion in small groups. I'm not 
blind to my friends’ faults, that’s 
part of being a friend. 

“I think Homer Thornberry is 
a heck of a good congressman. 

“I think Ralph is a real good 
senator. I think he’s as honest and 
as deeply dedicated to doing what 
he thinks right as anybody we've 
had up there.” 

What about reports he may try 
to put together a ticket of candi- 
dates for state office? “Tradition- 
ally in Texas, you don’t run in 
tandem. You attract the weakness 
of the weakest link in a publically 
joined ticket,” he replied. 

Is he going to put together a 
ticket he won’t announce public- 


ly? “If I said to you that I was, 


it wouldn’t be unpublicly joined,” 
he answered with a smile. 

The interview concluded, Wright 
asked the reporter to “be sure 
to say that I would not lightly 
give up my service in Congress.” 
He will decide in the late fall. 








| GOLDEN 


The following article is ex- 
cerpted from the Christian 
Century. 

CHICAGO 

Texas’ evangelical underground 
needs better representation in 
the press. What is noised abroad 
gives a one-sided view of religious 
goings-on in the ex-republic to 
the south. One reason for this, of 
course, is that money talks—and 
everybody knows that Texans 
have money. John Bainbridge, for 
instance, climaxed his New York- 
er series on “The Super-American 
State” by discussing its “nice bal- 
ance between worship of the gol- 
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RULES AND GOLDEN CALVES | 


den rule and of the golden calf” 
and attempting to unravel the 
mystery as to why the most “ma- 
terialist” state can also be the 
most “indefatigably religious.” 

In the press Texas is beginning 
to usurp California’s place as 
cultic seedbed supreme. In Texas 
the John Birch Society's Robert 
Welch finds his largest audiences 
for his claim that 7,000 Protes- 
tant clergymen are communist 
sympathizers. In Texas Dr. Fred- 
erick Schwarz reaps from soft- 
touch Protestants financial sup- 
port for his theories as to why 
millionaires, professors and min- 
isters turn communist. 

Much of the Circuit Riding be- 
hind the notorious air force man- 
ual was mounted in Texas, where 
range money and oil money com- 
bine to criticize social policies 
anywhere to the left of Barry 
Goldwater. 

T SOME Texas churchmen 
speak critically of social in- 
volvement on the part of churches 
is understandable in light of this 
economic setting. When Texas- 
brand materialists hand them dia- 
dems, pearls and rosaries, church- 





men are not likely to fight the 
hand that beads them. 

So it is that Texas Presbyte- 
rians could shuffle off to Buffalo 
with anti-National Council resolu- 
tions, that Fulton Lewis Jr. can 
always find an Episcopal canon 
who fights National Council 
“leftism,” that the Texas element 
among the Missouri Lutherans 
can petition the synod to drop its 
fragile tie to the N.C.C. and stop 
a headlong plunge into ecumen- 
icity and socialism. And Baptists 
like Dallas’ Mr. Criswell can be 
counted on for a clear-cut defense 
of the segregationist status quo. 

What is unexpected—until we 
recall that one gift of the Holy 
Spirit is courage—is the variety 
of the counterattacks. To wit: The 
Presbyterian Church, U.S., Gen- 
eral Assembly, meeting recently 
in Dallas, unanimously rebuffed 
the communists-in-the-clergy talk. 
Methodist, Episcopal, and Presby- 
terian ministers have headed anti- 
John Birch activity in Houston, 
Austin, and Dallas. Louis Buck, an 
Episcopal vicar, has picketed St. 
Andrews’ segregated Episcopal 
school. The editor of the Baptist 





Standard has decried efforts of 
the irresponsible right to dis- 
credit the clergy. 


T WOULD BE tiring indeed to 

reintroduce the issues. that 
were disposed of back when the 
church fought off the robber bar- 
ons. Churchmen have learned to 
cast ethical issues within an afflu- 
ent society in better defined terms 
than in the blacks and whites of 
the 1930's. Nonetheless, attempts 
are constantly being made to 
“buy” Christian leaders—and the 
temptation is great in Texas, 
where oil blessings flow. It is easy 
for the right-wing clergy to de- 
mand that National Council 
spokesmen “get out of politics”; 
this serves as a smokescreen for 
their own political archconserva- 
tism. 


If Texas is, as John Bainbridge 
calls it, “the super-American 
state,” Christian independence 
there represents a doubly signifi- 
cant victory. Not everyone in the 
Lone Star state belongs to the 
lonely crowd of wealth-induced 
conformism, and the prophets 
there are letting us know it. 


o = 


"Ss 


he 


eo. "7 


\- 


ed 


wTweww Ww be | 


Challenger in Bexar 





Republican in the House? Catto Goes for Broke 


‘ep from Page 1) 
and never thought of thinking for 
myself at all,” Catto’s rise in 
politics resulted directly from re- 
bellimg at the duty of voting at 
his party’s call and also—so his 
account of it—from “beginning to 
think for myself, in fact, thinking 
myself right out of the Demo- 
cratic Party. 

“Maybe it was naive,” said 
Catto, “but distasteful as Adlai 
was, I felt I was obliged to sup- 
port him because I had won the 
Democratic precinct chairman- 
ship. 

“In fact, I was still chairman. 
But as soon as my term was over 
in 1956, I realized I didn’t have 
to go against my better judgment 
and conscience—I could go into 
the Republican Party. 

“Oh, as a matter of fact, I 
don’t remember exactly when I 
switched over. Maybe I got my 
first nudge in 1954, during the 
precinct race. I sent out cards 
saying, ‘Vote for me, don’t vote 
for Kathleen Voigt’s candidate.’ 
And after the race I ran into her 
and she said, ‘If I ever see you 
again, I'll scratch your eyes out.’ 
She meant it too. 

“Then, after the 1956 race I 
was kind of at loose ends, and one 
day I picked up John Goode (then 
Republican county chairman) and 
gave him a lift downtown, and we 
chitchatted about my returning 
to politics. Maybe that talk with 
him did it.” 


‘Liberally Inclined’ 


Catto’s detractors — including 
Berry, who calls him “Fat Cat” 
Catto, although Catto’s whole 
house would fit into the front 
room of Berry’s mansion—point 
out that Catto gave no visible 
signs. of being a Republican until 
he married Jessica Hobby, smash- 
ing blonde daughter of ex-Eisen- 
hower advisor Mrs. Oveta Culp 
Hobby. Catto resents this impli- 
cation of persuasion by marriage; 
but he talks about it in an ex- 
plosively boyish anger, without 
bitterness. 

This easy-going trait is perhaps 
one of his most valuable political 
assets. Even opposition politicians 
generally like him. 





“Catto has been rather liberally 
inclined. He supported Stevenson 
in 1956, and I would rather think 
he retains this characteristic, but 
sometimes the pressure of busi- 
ness associates will undo you. I 
think he is capable. (Long pause) 
Of course, I cannot place a great 
deal of confidence in a candidate 
who espouses the politics and 
philosophies of such a party as 
the Republican Party.” 

(Catto, darkly handsome, is fre- 
quently mistaken on the street 
for Spears. “When I'm addressed 
as Spears,” said Catto, grinning, 
“I have an almost irresistible im- 
pulse to say, ‘Oh shut up, you 
s.o.b.’ Not that I mind the mis- 
take, but it would maybe make 
Franklin lose a vote.”) 

Jake Johnson, who among San 
Antonio’s legislative delegation 
usually has the sharpest tongue, 
said: “He was outstanding among 
Republican candidates in the last 
Bexar race. Look up some of the 
quotes from other Republicans at 
that time and see how vicious 
they were. Henry and Jessica 
were as sweet as they could be. 

“And I think Henry would be 
a good liberal. Look at the wel- 
fare programs he supports. He 
was up before the city council the 
other day about these starving 
people.” 

Asked if he really thought Cat- 
to was a liberal or if he was just 
saying that to puncture his repu- 
tation among Republicans, John- 
son smiled and looked away. 


Upper Crust 

Johnson wasn’t all praise. “Hen- 
ry’s an insurance man, and I think 
we have had enough influence in 
the House from insurance peo- 
ple,” he said. 

Earlier in the week, when Catto 
protested the San Antonio dele- 
gation’s appeal to the governor 
for a Pool-type run-off bill, John- 
son had again made reference to 
Catto’s profession: “He’s just an 
insurance man who has become 
intoxicated by the new rates and 
has started babbling.” 

The Catto family is “well-to-do, 
although as Texas fortunes go, 
theirs is small pumpkins indeed. 
Young Catto travels well up in 





German Club and of the Order of 
the Alamo, that sort of thing. He 
was educated in private schools, 
first at Texas Military Institute, 
then at Williams College. 

One of his schoolmates at Wil- 
liams College is now in the leg- 
islature, and in fact their lots are 
strikingly similar in other ways. 
This is Senator Hubert Hudson, 
wealthy and, like Catto, married 
to a former governor's daughter, 
Hudson choosing his bride from 
chez Moody. 

Speaking of his fellow soldier 
of good fortune, Hudson comes 
up with an almost suspiciously 
ideal portrait. “Renry,” he said, 
“is completely honest. He thinks 
for himself. He has always been 
quiet, kind, considerate, thought- 
ful, and I should say careful. He 
is smart and well-mannered. 





“People like Herring (senator 
from Travis) and Catto are much 
closer than people who are under 
the tutelage of either the right 
or the left, because they are free 
people—you know what I mean?” 

Catto has been called a quasi- 
liberal. Is he then running with 
the right party? “Yes, I think so,” 
said Hudson. “He has become 
alarmed by the fact that we are 
drifting rapidly toward a dan- 
gerous concentration of power in 
the central government; and 
while I don’t think the Republi- 
can Party has always opposed 
that centralization, 1 believe it 
has come to stand in opposition 
to it in the last 10 years.” 


Set for Schooling 


Ed Harte, editor of the Corpus 
Christi Caller-Times and a close 
friend of Catto’s, told the Ob- 
server, “In matters like race and 
foreign aid, it pretty much de- 
pends on what generation you're 
in. Henry takes the position an 
enlightened young man of his 





matters, no matter which party 
he belongs to. His father’s gen 
eration, in either party, would 
probably call him a liberal. I 
would classify him instead, polit 
ically, simply as an exceptionally 
bright man with the proper in 
gol sini, iene is in ys ee an 
gra 3efore you know it, we 

hasn’t much political experience.” | , : z 

And it is obvious. Catto is ignor-|  )*"* ee ee 
ant of topics that are tiresomely | oo oe an potent. ad “we 
commonplace in the capitol. “But) _. ene coe 6 Gs, Te ee 
I can bloody well assure you that ; 

I will educate myself,” he said. Grematic, but Geely 

He says he knows little about|° =, °° put the spotlight on 
the Padre Island debate, but that 
he is “inclined” (apparently 
through the persuasion of Harte) 
to think it should quickly be re 
leased from state jurisdiction to 
become a national park. 

He doesn’t know the specifics | 
of the loan shark quarrel, but he 
is for “writing as tough a law as 
we can get. It’s a sin to let them 
charge what they do.” 

As for a tax on the gas pipe 
lines, “I see no reason to make 
them immune to taxation, but I 
don’t know how to write the tax 


Gonzalez ‘Disaster’ 
On government thrift: “Here 
have had a tremendous spend- 
passed, but so far as I 
seen, nobody has tried to 
effect any intelligent econ- 
ies. Great economies could be 


Right now 


He has strong opinions on polit- 
al personalities. Of Sen. Henry 
now a candidate for 
“His election would be 
disaster for Bexar County. He 
politician, but he 
unable to cope with 
Washington's machinery. I don’t 
he could last. Another Dem- 
crat or one of our men would 
knock him off soon.” Referring 
to a talk he heard Gonzalez make 

the loan shark problem, Catto 
said, “He makes Eisenhower look 


\20nzalezZ, 


Congress 


is a clever 


would be 


think 


invade an 06 cemhe 0 eon ke a manter of syntax. 
ye Of Gov. Price Daniel: “He has 
stitutional. _| been am enormous disappoint- 
On capital ae: ba ment, vacillating constantly. I 
seems to me that until they a") don’t think he knows his own 
show that states with capital pun mind. This is true in all areas. 
ishment have lower rape and mur One day last week he sald he 


der rates, the argument for capi 
tal punishment goes straight ¢ 
hell. Anyway, the idea of an eye 


wanted all Bexar elections to be 
held at the same time. A couple 
of days later he said he wanted 


for an eye is a Judaic notion, and| . pooltype bill to be introduced, 

I'm a Christian. which means there would be five 
The late Bell, whose seat he} ojections.” 

hopes to take, was an extremel) Strongest Democratic opposi- 


conservative Democrat. Howl tion to Catto in the rece will 
would he, a Republican, vote dif come frem Glenn Meth- 
ferently? “Well, for one thing, I) mann, cattleman and former state 
always disagreed with Bell on his} jecisiator, and Fred Semaan, 
votes for segregation bills, which widely-known criminal defense 
I think are wrong. All Bexar Re-| ). 
publicans are economic conserva 
tives, like their Democratic con-| 
servative friends, but I think the} 
Republicans stand more solid! 
for equal opportunity for all 
races. 

“I might vote with an East 
Texas Democrat on the sales tax 
but never, never on some sucl 
bills as came up after the 1954 
Supreme Court decision—such as 
the bills that would have cut off 


likely 


yer 

















Said Rep. Franklin Spears:| society. He is a member of the! generation would take in such aid to integrated schools.” 
LEGALS sessed plaintiffs and withhold Being an action and prayer for, Monday after the expiration of| CITATION BY PUBLICATION 
from them possession thereof.|judgment in favor of plaintiff |42 days from the date of issuance| THE STATE OF TEXAS 


CITATION BY PUBLICATION 
THE STATE OF TEXAS 
TO Mildred Barr, if living and 
if dead, the legal representatives 
of said named defendant, and the 
unknown heirs of said named de- 
fendant; the legal representatives 
of the unknown heirs of said 
— se. if the unknown 
f said named defendant are 
dead: “tne unknown heirs of the 
named de- 


; and the un- 
known owners or owners of the 
property hereinafter described or 
any interest therein; and any and 
all —, on og including ad- 
verse claimants, owing or having 
or claiming | legal or equitable 
interest in or — ped the prop- 
erty hereinafter described; De- 
fendants, in the ‘pereinafter ‘styled 
and numbered cause 

You (and each of you) are here. 
by commanded to appear before 
the 126th Judicial District Court 
of Travis —. —— to be 
held at the court! said 


Travis County, Texas, at or 
fore 10 o’ A.M. of the first 
——- after the a of 42 
from t issuance 
hevect; that is to ae or before, 
10 o'clock A. 
vain August, 388 f plain ‘t 
swer t petit: o ti 4 
Cause Number 122,615, in which 
J. J. Goode, p dort Floyd 
Carter, Thomas Ellison, Sr., Wes- 
Ellison, Willie James Reed, 
J. , Alonzo -_ 


* Church ese 


Being an action and prayer by 
Plaintiffs and against —_ 
title to possession 0: 


to the map or 
plat of said subdivision or addi- 
in Book 2, Page 14 


tion 
of the map > records of 
Travis County, Texas, reference 
to which said map or plat and the 
record thereof is hooky made 
all necessary and pertinent pur- 


Plaintiffs alleged that they are 
oo fee simple aw ee and ont 


That on ‘on Bay 32 1961, }- B_. 
unlawfully entered and dispos- 





Plaintiff prays for other and fur- 
ther relief, legal or equitable, 
general or special, to which they 
might be entitled. 

If this citation is not served 
within 90 days after date of its 
issuance, it shall be returned un- 


served. 

WITNESS, O. T. MARTIN, JR., 
Clerk of the District Courts of 
Travis County, Texas. 

Issued and given under my hand 
and the seal of said Court at of- 
fice in the City of Austin, this 
the 27th day of June, 1961. 

O. T. MARTIN, JR., 

Clerk of the District Courts, 
Travis County, Texas. 

By: O. T. MARTIN, JR. 


NOTICE OF INTENTION 
INCORPORATE 
Notice is yd = ay 
J. J. Lampis and G. C. Sarr 
ing business as Christ's. *3130 
Broadway, San Antonio, Texas, in- 


tends to incorporate under the 
name of Christie's, Inc., on July 
1, 1961 


Dated at Austin, Texas, June 
«+, 1961. 
Owners 
J. J. LAMPIS 
G. C. SARRIS 


Notice is hereby given that 
W. Roland Lund, J. A. Ramirez, 


A.4 Jr., and Edmund X. Ramirez, do- 


ing business as Dallas Trophy & 
Award Center, 4028 Swiss Avenue, 
Dallas, Texas, intend to incorpor- 
ate without change of name. 
Dated at Dallas, Texas, July 24, 


Owners: W. Roland Lund 
J. A. Ramirez, Jr. 
Edmund X. Ramirez 


CITATION BY PUBLICATION 
THE STATE OF TEXAS 

TO Charles D. Meilleur, De- 
fendant, in the hereinafter styled 
and numbered cause: 

You are hereby commanded to 


- appear before the 126th District 
; | Court 


of Travis County, Texas, 
to be held at the courthouse of 
said county in the City of Austin, 
Travis County, Texas, at or before 
10 o'clock A. M. of the first Mon- 
day after the expiration of 42 days 
from the date of issuance hereof; 
that is to say, at or before, 10 
o'clock A. M. of Monday the 28th 


for|day of August, 1961, and answer 


the petition of plaintiff in Cause 
Number 122,890, in which Made- 
line Meilleur is Plaintiff and 
Charles D. Meilleur is defendant, 
filed in said Court on the 14th 
day of July, 1961, and the nature 
of which said suit is as follows: 





and against defendant for decree 
of divorce dissolving the bonds 
of matrimony heretofore and now 
existing between said parties; 
Plaintiff alleges that defendant 
commenced a course of unkind, 
harsh and tyrannical treatment 
toward plaintiff and that plain- 
tiff did nothing to bring about 
this treatment; plaintiff alleges 
that defendant was guilty of ex- 
cesses, cruel treatment and out- 
rages toward plaintiff of such a 
nature as to render their living 
together insupportable; plaintiff 
alleges that they acquired an 
equity in a home at 207 W. 55% 
St., Austin, Texas, household fur- 
niture and effects, a business 
known as M & M_ Embossing 
Company located at 5200 N. La- 
mar, Austin, Texas, one 1959 Mer- 
cury Station Wagon and one boat, 


© | motor and trailer, and plaintiff 


owns as her separate property a 
vacant lot at North Shore Colony, 
Travis, County, Texas; Plaintiff 
prays for a judgment of divorce 
against defendant, for a partition 
of community property, that the 
Court find the vacant lot located 
at North Shore Colony, Travis 
County, Texas, to be the separate 
property of plaintiff, and for such 
other and further relief, in law 
and equity; 

All of which more fully appears 
from Plaintiff's Original Petition 
on file in this office, and which 
reference is here made for all in- 
tents and purposes; 

If this citation is not served 
within 90 days after date of its 
issuance, it shall be returned un- 
served. 

WITNESS, O. T. MARTIN, JR., 
Clerk of the District Courts of 
Travis County, Texas. 

Issued and given under my hand 
and the seal of said Court at of- 
fice in the City of Austin, this 
the 14th day of July, 1961. 

O. T. MARTIN, JR., 

Clerk of the District Courts, 
Travis County, Texas. 

By A. E. JONES, Deputy. 


CITATION BY PUBLICATION 
THE STATE OF TEXAS 


TO Walter Sheffield, Defend- 
ant, in the hereinafter styled and 
numbered cause: 

You are hereby commanded to 
appear before the 98th District 
Court of Travis County, Texas, to 
be held at the courthouse of said 
county in the City of Austin, 
Travis County, Texas, at or be- 
fore 10 o'clock A. M. of the first 





hereof; that is to say, at or be- 
fore, 10 o'clock A. M. of Monday 
the 28th day of August, 1961, and 
answer the petition of plaintiff 
in Cause Number 117,672, in which 
C. M. Sheffield is Plaintiff and 
Walter Sheffield is defendant, 
filed in said Court on the 27th 
day of April, 1960, and the nature 
of which said suit is as follows: 


Being an action and prayer for 
judgment in favor of plaintiff 
and against defendant for decree 
of divorce dissolving the bonds 
of matrimony heretofore and now 
existing between said parties; 
Plaintiff alleges that defendant 
is a resident of Kansas City, Mis- 
souri; plaintiff alleges that de- 
fendant comme a course of 
unkind, harsh and_ tyrannical 
treatment toward plaintiff, and 
that defendant was guilty of ex- 
cesses, cruel treatment, and out- 
rages toward plaintiff of such 
a nature as to render their fur- 
ther living together insupport- 
able; plaintiff alleges that they 
acquired as community property 
one 1951 Ford and one TV set, 
and further alleges that one child 
was born of this marriage, to-wit: 
Angel Sheffield, age 2 years; 
plaintiff alleges that defendant 
is well able to contribute a rea- 
sonable amount for support and 
maintenance of said minor child; 
Plaintiff prays for judgment of 
divorce from defendant, division 
of community y; care, con- 
trol and custody of the aforemen- 
tioned minor child and a reason- 
able amount of money for support 
— Pn gmenne vn to be paid in 

thly payments, of said minor 
child until child reaches the age 
of 18 years, and that defendant 
pay costs of court; plaintiff fur- 
ther prays for relief, general and 
special; 

All of which more fully appears 
from Plaintiff's Original Petition 
on file in this office, and which 
reference is re made for all 
intents and purposes; 

If this citation is not served 
within 90 days after date of its 
issuance, it shall be returned un- 
served. 


WITNESS, O. T. MARTIN, JR., | made 


Clerk of the District Courts of 
Travis County, Texas. 

Issued and given under my hand 
and the seal of said Court at of- 
fice in the City of Austin, this 
the 13th day of July, 1961. 

O. T. MARTIN, JR. 

Clerk of the District Courts, 
Travis County, Texas. 

By A. E. JONES, Deputy. 





TO: Guy Brown, the legal rep 
resentative of Guy Brown, d 
ceased, the heirs of Guy Brown, | 
deceased, the legal representa- | 
tives of the heirs of Guy Brown 
deceased; 

You, and each of you, are here 
by commanded to appear before 
the 126th Judicial District Court 
of Travis County, Texas, to be 
held at the Courthouse of said | 


BRAINPOWER 


iS OUR MOST 
VITAL RESOURCE! 


You can't dig education eut ef 


County, in the City of Austin,| the earth. There’s only one place 
Travis County, Texas, at or before| where business and industry ean 
10:00 o'clock A.M. on the first | get the -ducated men and women 


Monday after the expiration of 
42 days from the date of issu-| 80 Vitally needed for future 





ence herest, that is to say, at oF | progress. That's from our eet 
‘ore 10:00 o'cloc . of Mon 

day, September 14 1961, and an.| “ees and universities, 

swer the petition of plaintiff ir 

Cause No. 115,260, in which M. Z. | d soaeg, Sete yy | are 
Piland is plaintiff and Paul K.| G0!ing eir bes meet the 
Odiorne, Earl Wilson, Agness Wil-| neéd. But they face rs crisia. The 


| 
i 
son, Guy ~—e the —_ repre demand for brains is 
sentatives of uy rown, de 
ceased: the heirs of Guy Brown,| 1@8t and so is the pressure 
eollege applica 


deceased, and the legal represen 
mx money must be raised 
year to expand facilities 


tatives of the heirs of Guy Brown 
a dants, the first 
amended og in said cause _- 
having been fil in said court “dood salari 
on June 13, 1961, and the nature Pring — SS eee up to “rs 
of which suit is as follows equate & - the yee 
‘ Being an ection and prayer for — a = for 
judgment for plaintiff against de people w' need and 
fendants Paul K. Odiorne, Eart » 
Wilson, and Agness Wilson for Ass practical reas 
the unpaid balance of one promis- | 
sory note for 00, of date | siti balp tne coll or — 
December 18, 1952, signed by Earl| Sities ef your —now 
Wilson and wife, Agness Wilson,| Fretarns be than you 
yable to the order of defendant | 
‘aul K. Odiorne in annual install 
| 
| 
| 


ai al 








ments, and for the interest and 
attorneys’ fees which have ac | 
crued on said note; and for fore 
closure of a vendor's lien on Lot | 
No. 11, in Cameron Acres, a sub 
division of the John Applegat 
Survey, in Travis County, Texas, | 
and for forecloseure of a deed of 
trust lien on said Lot No. 11 and 
on Lot No. 10 of said Cameron | 
Acres; for order of sale, writ of 
execution, writ of possessior 
costs, and general relief. | 
All of which more fully appear 
from plaintiffs first amendes 
original petition on file in this | 
office, to which reference is her 


WITNESS, O. T. MARTIN, Jr 
Clerk of the District Courts o 
Travis County, Texas. 

Issued and given under my hand 
and seal of said court at offic 
in the City of Austin, Texas, this 
July 20, 1961. | 

O. T. MARTIN, JR. 
Clerk, District Courts, 
Travis County, Texas. 


on to know whet the college 
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ABILENE, TEXAS 


A Most Informal Motif 


AUSTIN 

Everything is sort of infor- 
mal in an East Texas jail, it 
seems. You might be let out on 
the “time payment plan” to 
work out your sentence or fine 
at your regular job. You might 
go over and trim the yards and 
repair the houses of the sher- 
iff's rent property in return 
for different food or a few 
bucks. You might take a mind 
to go into town for a beer. Or 
you might get tired of this con- 
fining life, open your jail door 
with a spoon handle, and wan- 
der on off to wherever you 
have a mind to go. 


In Longview, for instance, these 
some of the things that ex- 
cited John Crim Jr., foreman of 
the grand jury, to such an extent, 
he became the “relator” in a suit 
to remove the _ sheriff, Noble 
Crawford, and the state's attor- 
ney general joined the Gregg 
County district attorney in prose- 
cuting Crawford on 47 counts of 
“official misconduct, gross care- 
lessness, and incompetence.” 
There of course, various 
mitigating circumstances and all, 
and Crawford's lawyers argued 
that the sheriff was being prose- 
cuted for his good deeds. He is 
the best friend of the poor man 
the county has, said one of the 
lawyers. When the six housewives, 
three oilfield workers, carpenter, 
draftsman, and railroad worker 
declared Crawford not guilty on 
all counts, the packed courtroom 
burst into rousing cheers, the dis- 
trict attorney congratulated the 
sheriff, the sheriff cried, and ev- 
erybody was happy. The legalistic 
nit-pickers had their comeup- 
pance, and East Texas ways of do- 
ing things were secure again. 


are 


were, 


The sheriff had some rough mo- 
ments, however. He cried once 
on the stand when asked if his 
wife was not highly upset the 
day before he testified before the 
grand jury and, according to one 
of the allegations, perjured him- 
self. He buried his face in his 
hands when he was asked about 
income he forgot to mention from 
1 “protection association” of prop- 
erty guards he has an interest in. 


‘Best Ever’ 


Crawford is back on the job 
now, having promised D.A. Ralph 
Prince to make him the best sher- 
iff he ever had. 


Last April 21 Crawford ap- 
peared before the county grand 
jury and testified, according to 
the subsequent indictment, that 
he had not used any prisoner la- 
bor on his own property or rent 
houses except for yard work at 
his own home. “In truth and in 
fact,” said the indictment, he “had 
used prisoner labor at and on his 
own property and rent houses 
than yard work at his 
and so had perjured him- 


other 
home,” 
self. 
The 
charged 


State’s indictment also 
that Crawford: 

* On nine occasions knew of 
violations he 


gambling law 


did not 
. 7 Seven times was allegedly 
when persons es- 
from the county jail; 

Turned prisoners loose be- 
they had served their 
paid their fines 23 


prosecute; 


negligent 
caped 
6 
fore 
terms or 
times; 
* Ten times gave $54 credits 
to prisoners for giving blood 
to Gregg County Jail Blood Pool 
when they had not the 
blood; 
@ And failed to enforce traf- 
fic accepted faulty 
bailbonds, perjured himself 
twice before the «rand jury. The 
traffic, bail bond, and one of the 
perjury counts were dropped by 
the state befare the prosecution 
began. 


given 


laws, 
and 





Crawford maintained he was 
innocent of “any official—or any 
other kind—of misconduct of in- 
competency.” He was tempora- 
rily suspended. 

He took the stand for six hours 
of quiet examination by D. A. 
Prince. He denied knowledge of 
alleged Negro gambling estab- 
lishments and said that he did not 
know, either, that the Towne 
Lounge on State Highway 26, 
which he owned and rented out 
himself, had a federal wagering 
license. 


‘Time Plan’ 

He said he did not remember 
going before the grand jury. A 
doctor's testimony advised the 
jury subsequently that his wife 
had been ill and that the day be- 
fore the grand jury appearance, 
the upset and crying Crawford 
was in worse shape than his wife. 
The M.D. said sleeping pills Craw- 
ford said he took the night before 
his testimony could have caused 
him to forget things before the 
grand jury. 

The suspended sheriff admitted 
he released some prisoners, in- 
cluding some Negroes, if they had 
employers who would vouch for 
them and they could pay out 
their fines from their salaries. 
(This “time payment plan” is 
used all over East Texas, one of 
the witnesses asserted.) Said the 
sheriff, “I've done this all along 
rather than feed them and take 
care of them in the jail.” He let 
some of them go to keep them 
from losing their jobs and did not 
think he was doing wrong. 

The district attorney said that 
last November he advised the 
sheriff that 40 to 60 out-of-state 
cars, “mostly Cadillacs,” were 
gathered in front of one of the 
Negro places where gambling was 
alleged to be going on. Crawford 
did not remember whether he in- 
vestigated. 

Evidence was introduced of dice 
games and payoff marble tables 
operated in the county; a pinball 
machine was played, and free 
games racked up, in front of the 
jury. A waitress at Crawford's 
own place admitted payoffs to 
players of a device in the lounge. 


Beer Run 

Crawford dismissed four prison 
escapes as an “occupational haz- 
ard.” After the spoon-handle es- 
cape he tightened up security, he 
said. Prince charged one prisoner 
was allowed to leave the court- 
house to obtain beer in Longview 
and at times brought beer back to 
the jail; Crawford said he didn't 
know if this had happened. 

Crawford admitted prisoners 
had been used to do “general 
work,” including ward work and 
minor repair, around his private 
property and rent houses (he 
owns 21 of them). 

The state maintained prisoners 
should work on county projects 
only. Crawford said he did not 
require them to work but only 
gave them a chance to get out 
and get different food and earn 
cigarette money. He said some- 
times he bought groceries for des- 
titute families of these prisoners. 

Crawford said he personally paid 
fines and backed checks for one of 
the prisoners he worked on his 
own property. Prince asked for 
the checks. When they were pro- 
duced, they turned out to have 
been drawn on the sheriff's office 
fund, a county fund. Crawford 
said he had put cash into the 
fund and had his secretary draw 
the checks. Prince asked for a 
receipt; Crawford didn’t answer. 

One prisoner told of being paid 
a satisfactory wage for building 
a septic tank and a stairway on 
Crawford property. Another said 
he was not paid a wage but the 





sheriff bought him cigarettes and 
groceries. Another told of being 
taken from jail to work at the 
county fairgrounds to clean up 
after a Jaycee boat show, to the 
county airport, and to a home near 
the courthouse to mow a woman's 
yard. A fourth prisoner said he 
cleaned up trash at a trailer 
court; he also worked at the fair- 
grounds, the airport, and fish 
fries conducted by the Elks Lodge 
and the Jaycees. 


Prince asked Crawford to name 
all sources of income. The em- 
battled sheriff failed to mention 
the “Nightwatchman and Protec- 
tion Assn.” in which men are 
hired to guard private property; 
when Prince called this to his at- 
tention, he said he had forgotten 
it. His portion of the income was 





only $4,000, he said. The sheriff 
told how he had acquired the 21 
rent houses, a BBQ stand and 
small grocery, a trailer park, and 
Towne Lounge. His annual sher- 
iff's salary exceeds $9,000. 

In his closing argument, an as- 
sistant district attorney said 
Crawford knew of gambling and 
did not stop it and was negligent 
in permitting prisoners to escape 
by opening a lock with a spoon 
handle. (A second jail door had 


to be opened before they could | 


get out, he said.) 

R. L. Whitehead, for the de- 
fense, said Crawford was guilty 
of nothing more than trying to 
do good and help people be bet- 
ter citizens. The suit, said White- 
head, was “lousy and dirty poli- 
tics.” He said the state failed to 
show Crawford knew of gambling 
or willfully did wrong in the es- 
capes. 

Cecil Storey, also for the de- 
fense, said Crawford, “the best 
friend the poor ever had in Gregg 





County,” would rather give a man 
a chance than put him in jail un- 
less he had to. Storey called par- 
ticipants in the gambling raids 
“a bunch of little Paul Reveres” 
who had gotten together te un- 
cover gambling. 


The jury was out just two 
hours. The Longview daily. said 
that when the verdict came in 
clearing Crawford of all 47 alle- 
gations, he looked stunned; em- 
braced his son; then wept. The 
district attorney, having done his 
distasteful duty, announced loud- 
ly to the joyful throng the case 
will not be appealed. 


In a front page editorial, the 
Longview Daily News concluded: 


“The milk of human kindness, 
understanding of the troubles of 
others, and a warm sympathy 
coupled with helpfulness, flow 
strongly in the life and work of 
Noble Crawford. Who is prepared 
to call ‘these weaknesses in a 
man?” R.D. 
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